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View from The Chair 
Forthcoming District and Parish Elections 
The new combined authority of Somerset West and 
Taunton Council will be formed on 3rd May, 2019 with 
its newly-elected District Councillors. 
 

Taunton Deane Borough Council dissolves on 31st 
March, 2019.  A Shadow Committee (which has been 
understudying for nine months) will then run affairs 
until the elections on 2nd May, 2019.  Please check if 
you are on the electoral role and, if not, contact Elisa 
Day by phone on 01823 358692 or online at 
elections@westsomerset.gov.uk 
 

Cheddon Fitzpaine has combined with West Monkton 
for the first time at District level; voting will take place 
as noted on your polling cards under the heading 
West Monkton & Cheddon Fitzpaine District. 
 

New Somerset Wood update  Progress on Phase 1 of 
this beautiful project continues at an astonishing rate.  
1600 trees were planted on 15 working days between 
10th January and 10th February by the 204 volunteers 
who gave 564 hours of their time – an amazing result! 
 

 
 
 

 
Pictured on 9th February, YMCA Bridgwater (top) 

and Bishops Hull Platoon Cadets. 
 

The smiling faces and body language pictured bottom-
left accurately convey the infectious enthusiasm this 
project has generated from the word go.  All involved 
report that it has been a joy, a pleasure and a privilege 
to take up this challenge on behalf of Somerset 
County Council in remembrance of those lost to the 
county in The Great War.  We look forward to 
publicising the next phase of planting as soon as the 
plans are finalised. 
 

MORE COMMUNITY OPPORTUNITIES: 
 

Neighbourhood Plan  The first review of our NP is 
now due and this requires the NP Delivery Group to 
put together a Recreation Questionnaire.  If you can 
help with this, please contact your Parish Clerk, Jo 
Pearson, on 01823 259478. 
 

The Board of Trustees of Cheddon Fitzpaine 
Memorial Hall is seeking additional Trustees for this 
extremely valuable – and successful – village hall.  
Meetings are held bi-monthly and typically last an 
hour.  Contact Trust Chairman, Malcolm Lown, on 
01823 412750. 
 

The Annual Flower Show committee needs new 
people with the skills and enthusiasm to secure the 
future of this evergreen flower show-cum-village fete, 
now in its 73rd year.  Contact Secretary, Nena Carter, 
on 01823 331977. 
 

The Crown Medical Centre is actively recruiting new 
members of all ages for its Patient Participation 
Group (PPG).  The aim of the group is to create a 
forum for the two-way exchange of information and 
ideas between the practice and its patients.  Meetings 
are held quarterly and typically last an hour.  If you 
are on the practice’s patient list and would like to find 
out more, please contact PPG Chairman, Mike Batsch, 
on 01823 272376. 
 

Parish Council One of our members is retiring and we 
need to recruit a replacement.  If you would like to 
know more, contact me. 
 

Denise Webber, Chairman, Cheddon Fitzpaine PC 
Tel: 01823 451720; Mobile: 07788 522266 
 
 

 

Contributions for the June, 2019 
newsletter to the Parish Clerk by 

16th May please! 
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Church Window 

Cheddon Fitzpaine Church is part of the South 
Quantock Benefice together with West Monkton, 
Kingston St. Mary and Broomfield. The Benefice Office 
is open daily (except Thursday) from 9:30am to 
1:30pm. For marriage and baptism enquiries, please 
contact Michele Hardiman, Administrator, Tel:  01823 
451257, e-mail: sqbenefice@btconnect.com 
 

 
 

The smart new sign at Cheddon Church. 
 

We begin this report with an important message 
from our Rector: 
 

The church is central in our community. The space is 
used for entertainment and educational events. It is 
an ancient, sacred space that is open daily for anyone 
to take a moment to find peace. It provides regular 
Sunday worship for some, special services (e.g. 
Remembrance and Christmas) for very many others, 
and is a place to mark key life events such as 
Christenings, Marriages and Funerals for the whole 
community. Learning about and visiting the church 
are key parts of the local primary school’s curriculum.  
 

All this cannot happen without people to welcome, 
administer and maintain - and we no longer have 
enough people to do this - your church is at a critical 
point and we need your help. 
 

Please consider offering your time and talents to help. 
Many of the tasks are fun - and not at all “religious”! 
The jobs we need done are listed below. Will you 
think carefully whether you might offer a few hours of 
your time to make the church all it can be for our 
community – and to simply stay open? 
 

Church Council secretary (we only meet a few times a 
year); volunteers to join the fun churchyard working 
parties; small ‘house-keeping’ jobs such as vacuuming 
before each service, cleaning the brass, and a big 
clean inside about three times a year; clearing the 
gutters outside; small admin tasks e.g. the monthly 

church duty rota; serving after-service refreshments; 
planning and holding fund-raising events. 
 

With thanks, 
 

Rev. Mary Styles, Rector 

Tel. 01823 451189; e-mail revmarye@gmail.com 
 

THE BIG SPRING-CLEAN 
Cheddon Church, Saturday, 13th April 
 

Once again, it’s time to ask all of you who are free, 
able and willing, and have a duster, broom and useful 
things like that to join us in helping to Spring-clean our 
church at Cheddon.  As usual, we aim to start at 
9:30am and we have generally had enough by mid-
day.  So please come, if only for an hour - you will be 
made incredibly welcome.  A few extra people can 
make all the difference, especially as one or two of 
our regulars may not be able to manage it this time. 
 

CHURCHYARD WORKING PARTY 
Cheddon Church, Friday 10th May 
 

This is the first churchyard working party of 2019 and 
is from 6pm to 8:30pm. We will do the regular 
maintenance work of pruning, weeding and tidying. 
Please bring your own tools, kneeler, gloves etc.  
 

As always coffee/tea and cakes will be provided at 
both events.  So if you can make it, we look forward to 
seeing you. You don’t need to be a regular church 
member to join in; just someone who wants to help 
maintain our beautiful building and churchyard. 
 

Thank you as always, 
 

Pauline Stone, Churchwarden 

Tel. 01823 277637; Mob. 07984 055574 

e-mail pauline.stone@live.co.uk 

 
 

Cheddon Fitzpaine Parish Church ‘100 Club’ 
 

The ‘100 Club’ raises funds to help maintain the 
Parish Church.  The number of tickets sold has risen so 

it is now possible to offer better prizes as follows: 
 

 Winners of the latest draws are: 
 

February: £60 Stuart Triggol £15 Gerry Guerrier 
March:  £60 Kelly Hoddinott £15 Caroline Spencer 

 

If you would like to join the 100 Club, please 
contact Pauline Stone (details above). 

 
 

Cheddon Fitzpaine Memorial Hall  
The stage was thoroughly cleaned and painted at the 
start of the year, in time for the 2019 Cheddoners 
production, which this year was ‘Plane Speaking’, a 
play written by one of our own members, Mr Dick 
Macey. This was followed by 45 minutes of local 
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cabaret. The three-night run was a huge success, with 
just under 300 people attending.  A big thank you goes 
to the Musgrove Park Hope Choir, who sang on all 
three nights, and they will be one of our designated 
charities along with Children's Hospice S.W. who will 
benefit from a donation from the profits. The final 
figures will be announced in the next newsletter. 
 

The next major public event at the Hall will be the  
Annual Flower Show on 27th July.  As regulars will 
know, this is in essence our village fete with a great 
time guaranteed to individuals, couples and families 
alike.  Having been put on pause (or should that be 
‘paws’?) for a year due to space restrictions, the 
popular Fun Dog Show returns this time. Show 
schedules are available from the Pyrland Farm shop.  
 

Malcolm Lown, Chairman, Cheddon Fitzpaine 

Memorial Hall Trustees Tel: 01823 412750 
 

Marcus Walker, Booking Secretary Tel: 01823 

413925 (messages answered within 24 hours) 

Email: info@cheddonfitzpainevillagehall.co.uk 
 

Local advantage for new homes 
While it is not our policy to promote commercial 
organisations, we would like to draw attention to this 
particular opportunity on the grounds of local 
interest.  Summerfield Homes have new homes for 
sale on Phase 2 of their Pyrland Fields development 
off Cheddon Road.  According to the developers:  
 

“Residents within the parish of Cheddon Fitzpaine, or 
those with a strong local connection, including having 
a family association in the said parish and/or such 
persons who have permanent employment in the 
Parish of Cheddon Fitzpaine have exclusive first 
opportunity to reserve the plots on our development 
until early April before general release.  
Opportunities for persons with a strong local 
connection will still exist after general release”.    
 

Selling agents: Gibbins Richards, tel. 01823 332828, 
e-mail tn@gibbinsrichards.co.uk; or Fox & Sons, tel. 
01823 286161, e-mail taunton@fox-and-sons.co.uk. 
 

Clerk’s note: see parish website for more information. 
 

Area updates 
 

MAIDENBROOK  A big vote of thanks is due to a 
number of wonderful, community-minded residents 
from Yallands Hill and Waterleaze.  As pictured right, 
the group recently cleared the cycleway alongside the 
A3259 towards Tudor Park and Northwalls of litter 
and encroaching vegetation.  Thanks to their efforts, 
the full, 3-metre width of pristine tarmac has once 
again been revealed, making this a much safer space 
for cyclists and pedestrians to share. 
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Highways 
Notice of road closures!!  Various roads in the area of 
Goosenford, Gotton and West Monkton will be closed 
temporarily during a total period of 30 weeks starting 
on 8th April this year.  Each individual section will be 
closed for 3-5 weeks at a time as part of a rolling 
Wales & West Utilities maintenance programme. If 
you want more information, the full schedule of works 
is reproduced on our parish website; details of 
diversions can be found at www.roadworks.org ; and 
information about the works being carried out can be 
obtained by ringing Wales & West Utilities on 
0800 912 2999. 
 

 
At the West Country Branch AGM held in Exeter on 
6th March, our Parish Clerk was asked by Committee 
members and others present to convey their sincere 
thanks for the amazing work done by the enthusiastic 
volunteers at our IWA work parties.  It was noted - 
and applauded - that, in the last 10 months, the 
volunteers had carried out a total of 182 work parties 
and put in a staggering 5,028 hours. 
 

For further information on Swingbridge or Firepool 
work parties, contact: 

Mike Slade, Volunteer Co-ordinator 

Mobile: 07977263840 

E-mail: mdslade8@gmail.com 
 

 

Thanks to everyone who came to the Slide Show 
presented by Peter Triggs at Cheddon Church on 
8th February and helped to make it such a lovely 
evening.  As a result of the many and generous 
donations received, a total of £120 was raised 

towards the church funds. 
 

 

 
Cheddon & West Monkton Film Club 

 
 

'Mamma Mia, Here We Go Again!' 
on FRIDAY, 12th APRIL! 

 

Cheddon Fitzpaine Memorial Hall 
 

every 3rd Friday, 6:30pm for refreshments, 7pm for 
short film, 7:30pm for feature.  Admission £6 per 

person at the door. 
cwmfilmclub@cheddonmovies.com 

 

Tel. 01823 412278 

New Priorswood Recycling Centre times 
With effect from 1st April, 2019, weekend opening 
hours will be from 9am to 4pm year-round.  Later 
closing times will apply on week-days as follows: April-
September – 6pm; October to March – 5pm.  
 

 

CHEDDON FLOWER SHOW 
Saturday, 27th July from 2:30pm 

at the Memorial Hall, TA2 8JY 
Please collect your schedule from any committee 
member or the Pyrland Farm Shop – deadline for 

entries is 23rd July 
 

This year’s event incorporates the Fun Dog Show that 
was such a big hit in 2017.  It’s ENTRY ON THE DAY, so 
just bring your ‘best friends’ groomed and (hopefully) 

on their best behaviour! 
 

Nena Carter, Flower Show Committee 

Tel: 01823 331977 
 

 

Services at Cheddon Fitzpaine Church 
 

  3rd April, 2pm: Home Communion  
         The Vicarage, Kingston St. Mary, TA2 8HW 
  7th April, 9:30am: Sunday Seedlings Cheddon Church 
17th April, 2pm: Home Communion  
     4 Garden Close, Northwalls Grange, TA2 8FZ 
21st April, 9:30am: Sunday Seedlings at BACH beside  

West Monkton primary school TA2 8FT 
    9:30am: Holy Communion Cheddon Church 

28th April, 10am: Holy Communion then APCM   
   1st May, 2pm: Home Communion  
         The Vicarage, Kingston St Mary, TA2 8HW 
  5th May, 9:30am: Sunday Seedlings Cheddon Church 
12th May, 10am: Family Communion with Baptism 
15th May, 2pm: Home Communion  

4 Garden Close, Northwalls Grange TA2 8FZ 
19th May, 9:30am: Sunday Seedlings 
 BACH beside West Monkton primary school TA2 8FT 
26th May, 10am: Holy Communion Cheddon Church 
  2nd June, 9:30am: Sunday Seedlings Cheddon Church 
 

Tracey Hallett, Church in Community Pioneer 

Ordinand Mobile: 07854 489753 

Facebook: South Quantock Benefice 

Tel: 01823 451257; email  sqbenefice@btconnect.com 
 

Parish Council Meetings 
These are public meeting open to everyone.  They are 
held in the Committee Room of the Cheddon Fitzpaine 
Memorial Hall, TA2 8JY and start at 7 pm. 
 

2019:  11th April, 16th May, 13th June, 11th July, 
8th August, 12th September, 10th October, 

14th November, 12th December. 
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