CHEDDON FITZPAINE PARISH COUNCIL
 Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held at 7.30pm on Thursday 8 November 2012
 in the Memorial Hall Committee Room.
Present:  Cllr D Webber, Cllr R Isaacs, Cllr K Musgrave, Cllr J Blackshaw, Cllr G Bridges

Others Present: D Cllr B Nottrodt (after Item 7 due to prior engagement), PCSO T Wearmouth, Mrs D Arscott, Community Leisure Officer TDBC, a member of the public    Clerk: Mrs J Pearson   
1. Apologies for absence:  D Cllr E Waymouth, D Cllr N Cavill, D Cllr U Palmer
2. Declarations of personal/prejudicial interests:  

Cllr D Webber: personal/prejudicial – Item 7: 08/12/0017 Hestercombe Gardens Trust

Cllr G Bridges: personal – Item 12:  08/12/0022 Western Power
3. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 13 September 2012 were approved.  
Proposed Cllr R Isaacs, seconded Cllr G Bridges
4. Resignation of Cllr B Pring.  Cllr Pring had sent a letter of resignation to the Chairman giving personal reasons for his decision.  The letter was accepted with regret.  Mr Pring has offered his support to the Parish where appropriate/in the future.  His signatory on the NatWest bank account had not been completed and, therefore, no removal of signatory is necessary.  The Clerk had informed the Monitoring Officer at TDBC prior of the proposed resignation and Notices of Vacancy of Councillor have been received and posted on notice boards.  The vacancy will be advertised in Link Up and on the new website.
5. Mrs D Arscott, Community Leisure Officer TDBC informed those present of the Section 106 money available for playgrounds.  This had been reported more fully in the Minutes of 13th September 2012.  Four of the seven properties at Manor Farm Barns are now occupied making £10,710 due.  The money should ideally be placed on equipment 300m/5 mins walk to nearest play area.  It is not practical in this location and other sites were considered although play equipment has to be placed on land owned by the Parish and with 24 hour access.  It cannot be therefore be placed on school property.   Cllr Musgrave asked if the money could be used on equipment in the nature reserve at Gadd’s Valley. Mrs Arscott explained that if a lease is for a period greater than 28 years it could be considered, but it is understood that the lease from the Crown to TDBC is 10 years, thereby eliminating this site from the discussion.  Other possible sites are Stoney Furlong on Summerleaze and, when the site is adopted, the play area at Waterleaze.  The money must be spent within 5 years, and before August 2017.  TDBC use a ‘grass mat’ under playground equipment with two advantages.  It is cheaper to purchase/install, and found to result in fewer injuries.  Green gym equipment for adults does not require safety surfacing to the same standard as that for children.
Parish Play Area Grant Scheme was reported at the previous meeting.  Requests for funding should be received by 31 December 2012.  Money, if available in the next financial year, are granted the following July/August.   Councillors debated the issue but resolved not to proceed.  The reasons given are the Parish needs to contribute 50% of funds, and to take on the inspection, maintenance and insurance liabilities. The Clerk to write to the Community Officer.  Proposed Cllr Musgrave, seconded Cllr Bridges
6. Health & Wellbeing Fund/Community Enablement Fund.  Cllr Waymouth was not present and this will be brought to the next meeting.
7. Hestercombe Garden Trust
Cllr Webber declared personal/prejudicial interest and left the room.  Vice Chairman Cllr Isaacs chaired Item 7.  The planning application had previously been discussed and the comments forwarded on 3rd October 2012 to the Planning Officer at TDBC.  The objection lists the combined comments as stated below:
08/12/0017 Reinstatement and reuse of 19th century approach drive to Hestercombe House from South Lodge, Hestercombe, Cheddon Fitzpaine.
Overall, the Parish Council of Cheddon Fitzpaine OBJECTS to the above planning application.  The main opposition to this application is related to Highway issues.  There is less opposition to the opening up of the drive as this is a private matter, though the comments below refer to the concerns from the wider community.

4 Parish Councillors – Against,     1 – Abstain,       1 – For

1.  Impact on Highways:

a. The entrance/exit to the drive adjacent to South Lodge are not within the village speed limit of 30mph and it is therefore considered to be too dangerous. It is also single track.
b. There is a potential conflict of interest over two large events occurring at the Memorial Hall/Hestercombe at the same time over the single track driveway. As the drive is private property this is not a Planning consideration, but it is a practical issue that needs to be resolved.  Who takes precedence?  (4.5 Communal Significance in Design Statement refers).

c. The driveway as it crosses the road by Middle Lodge is also outside a speed limit and is in quite a distinctive dip that is not visible from either side of the road.  
i. Should this crossing be manned when the driveway is to be in use then there would be no problems with the application in principle. 
ii. If the crossing by Middle Lodge is not to be manned there would be objections on the grounds of lack of visibility.
d. How many parking spaces are to be created?  No figure is given; therefore it is not possible to understand the numbers of Shuttle buses needed.

2. Impact on Residents:

a. (5.2 Accommodation Requirements in DS refers) . Shuttle Buses – 35 days per year = 3 days per month.  This seems a high usage. How is this figure arrived at?  The DS states that ‘more shuttle bus days may be required in the future.’  Please explain.
b. (6.2 Proposed Users)  Late night – 11.30pm finish of events.  – This is considered disruptive to both sets of residents at South/Middle Lodges.  The previous planning application had 11pm request.
c. Impact of noise: Although not a planning issue, this needs to be considered with regard to walkers/vehicles/cattle grids.
3. Impact on the Farming Business: Consideration must be taken to ensure safety of animals/farming business from walkers who lack knowledge of the countryside.  
4. Lighting
a. (6.6 Bats refers) – How will drivers see entering/exiting their cars in the dark?   The DS states: ‘The drive will not be lit’.  The attached schedule was not included so the point cannot be considered fully.  There appears to be a conflict between the bats being protected, but drivers may trip/stumble in the dark.

5. Visitors

a. Those using the grounds/facilities at Hestercombe expect to do so safely.  Crossing fields with animals in need to ensure both the animals/walkers are protected.” 
Meeting with CEO Hestercombe Gardens, Chairman of the Memorial Hall and, in a private capacity, Jo Pearson on 17 October, 2012.  It was suggested a meeting take place to understand more fully the implications of the proposed planning application.  As a result of the informal meeting, CEO HGT wrote to the Chairman of the Memorial Hall.  Copies of the letter and reply were circulated to the Councillors.  Mr D Macey was unable to attend due to a prior engagement. 
The letter from HGT to the Chairman of the Memorial Hall suggests setting up an Advisory Board between HGT and the local community to enable greater dialogue and communication.  This idea was welcomed by the Parish Councillors and the Clerk to reply confirming that ‘a Councillor will attend when the date and time are known’.
Cllr D Webber returned to the Committee Room, and the Chair.  Cllr B Nottrodt arrived.
8. Village Issues
a) Website.  The website had been circulated to Councillors for their views and opinions.    After a few minor alterations, it will be distributed to those on the ‘Links’ page, before being launched to the public.  Flyers will be distributed to inform Parishioners of this new facility.  It was resolved to approve for the Chair to sign the Contract with Parishcouncil.net and to agree payment of the invoice for the bronze package of £250.  Proposed Cllr Blackshaw, seconded Cllr Isaacs.

b) Neighbourhood Watch.  Cheddon village scheme is working well.  Cllr Blackshaw will set up the scheme in Rowford, and Cllr Musgrave to oversee Upper Cheddon.    Organisers will be sought to widen the schemes at Waterlease/Summerlease estates.  The PCSOs welcome approaches by members of the public to organise schemes.
c) Speed Watch.  It is proposed seven people attend the training by the Police on 26 November, 2012 at the Police Station.
d) Gadds Valley.  A parking area has been tarmacked near the nature reserve.  It was felt that 

there could have been improvements in the design and size.
Reservoir.  It was reported that flushing of the reservoir was continuing, which was exacerbated by the heavy rain.   It is thought a further 40% of flushing is forecast. The problem of blocked or covered storm drains above Gadds Valley was noted, and that of silt and debris  in driveways at Upper Cheddon.  The raised level of silt and gravel are undermining the edges of the public highway and private roads.  Cllrs Musgrave and Nottrodt are monitoring the situation.  The Clerk was requested to write to Wessex Water to seek the restoration of the ditches and drains and possible compensation for the inconvenience caused by the flushing within the Parish.
e) Footpaths. A couple of areas of brambles require clearing and Cllr Bridges informed the meeting these are not on registered footpaths and are therefore the responsibility of TDBC The Clerk to contact Sally Vickery, Footpath Officer at TDBC to request sites are cleared on the cycle way at Tudor Park and Stoney Furlong.
Cat Lane. It is currently not practical to walk this green lane.  Cllr Musgrave has contacted SCC Highways.
Lengthsman.  Cllr Webber reported that the Parish is being asked to take greater responsibility in hedge trimming.  It may be possible to request funds from the Community Enablement Fund, and Councillors were asked to consider the need for a Lengthsman in the future and for the funding to be considered when discussing the Precept for 2013/2014.    
9. Maidenbrook

a)  Tudor Park.  No information has been received regarding the adoption of roads.
b) Gatepost beside Culvert.  Efforts are continuing to identify the owner of the land before repairs can be made.
c) Nerrols drive fencing.  The Crown Agent has been informed and will arrange the repair.
10. Crown Estate

a) Parkgate Junction Wall.  Work is scheduled for end Oct/early November although this is weather dependent.
b) Parking at School.  No further progress had been made.  Cllr Musgrave to contact Mr B Pring.
c) Road closure – Upper Cheddon to Hestercombe – 9/11/12 for five days to renew BT poles.
11. Highways

a) Gulleys Upper Cheddon.  Discussed at 8d.
b) Hestercombe Road – Hestercombe Farm Drive

Heavy rain has contributed to blocked culverts/drains at Hestercombe Farm Drive and Road.  After correspondence with SCC Highways, Crown Agent, local residents and Councillors, it was established that the Crown Agent write to the tenant of Hestercombe Farm to remedy the situation.
12. Planning Applications:   
08/12/0022 - KM -Removal of portacabin and erection of two storey training/teaching block at Western Power Distribution, Venture Way, Priorswood Industrial Estate, Taunton – no objections
13. Decisions received- 
08/12/0012   Erection of conservatory to rear of 39 Summerleaze Crescent, Taunton   CONDITIONAL APPROVAL 

08/12/0013   Erection of single storey dwelling at land to the north of Maidenbrook Farmhouse, Tudor Park, Priorswood, Cheddon Fitzpaine (amended scheme to 08/11/0032)  CONDITIONAL APPROVAL

08/12/0015/T  Application to fell 9 Poplar trees included in Taunton Deane Borough (Cheddon Fitzpaine no.2) Tree Preservation order 1997 at Tudor Park, Maidenbrook, Taunton (TD708)   CONDITIONAL APPROVAL

08/12/0021/T  Application to fell and replace 8 Poplar trees included in Taunton Deane Borough (Cheddon Fitzpaine no.2) Tree Preservation Order 1997 at 22 Hale Way, Taunton (TD708)CONDITIONAL APPROVAL
14. Reports – SCC, TDBC, Police
Police Report.  PCSO Wearmouth reported that between 9 August and 7 November 2012 there were 20 calls. There is a big reduction in calls; down from 49 in the corresponding period the previous year.  With a greater knowledge of the hotspots, antisocial behaviour has been reduced and appropriate police action has resulted in offenders receiving penalties.   There is an Anti-social Behaviour  Vehicle that is available to respond to instances if called upon.
Staddons.  With a change of ownership of the premises, antisocial behaviour has reduced, although reports of farm gates being left open on the adjacent farm have been reported.

TDBC – Cllr Nottrodt.  The budget review is taking place.  There is a new swimming pool proposed at Blackbrook to include a spa.  Views or comments are requested by TDBC on these proposals.  St James Pool is nearing the end of its life, and local primary school pupils are being bussed to Taunton School and Queen’s College on their private buses.   The Local Choices event will be held in November at SCAT where more information on the Community Warden Scheme is available.

SWI – Cllr Nottrodt had come from a Celebration of Excellence awards.  It was noted that there is continuing bad press regarding payments and other financial matters.

SCC – As the elections in May 2013 approach, there is less formal discussion taking place at present.
15. Approve review of Standing Orders.  A sub-committee had reviewed the Standing Orders and alterations made relative to amendments recommended by SALC in view of the Localism Act. It was resolved to adopt the Standing Orders.  Proposed by Cllr Isaacs, seconded by Cllr Bridges.
16. Approve review of Financial Regulations.  A sub-committee had reviewed the Financial Regulations.  A typing error by the Clerk was acknowledged and amended.  Item 3.5 was ‘struck through’, allowing surplus funds to be carried forward to the subsequent year.  It was resolved to accept the proposal, and the Financial Regulations as a whole.  Proposed by Cllr Blackshaw, seconded by Cllr Isaacs.

17. Approve review of the Statement of Internal Control.  This had been reviewed prior to the meeting and Councillors agreed for the Chairman to sign.

18. Approve review of Risk Assessment.  This had been reviewed prior to the meeting and the Councillors agreed for the Chairman to sign.

19. Precept.  The Clerk had circulated figures prior to the meeting showing the estimate/forecast and possible suggestions for the year 2013/14.  Councillors were given some background figures and will form a sub-committee to meet before the next meeting to agree figures for the following year.  Cllr Bridges could possibly locate a new notice board.

20. Bank Reconciliation.  The Accounts on the Excel spreadsheet were distributed prior to the meeting.  Figures were checked, confirmed to be in order and signed by the Chairman. 
21.  Payments for authorization.  These were approved unanimously. 
clerks expenses: £87.88
      SALC Training:  £20 (G Bridges)
Memorial Hall Hire: £90  Parishcouncil.net  £250.00
22  Memorial Hall booked for 2013 meetings
10 January, 14 March, 9 May, 11 July, 12 September, 14 November

23  Matters raised by councillors.  
a. Cllr Musgrave requested that the School be contacted regarding litter dropped outside the School gates.  This is thought to be by parents throwing rubbish from their cars when collecting their children from school. The Clerk to write to the school to ask that parents are more vigilant and that the rubbish is cleared from the neighbouring ditch.

b. The Clerk was asked to observe or not overstep boundaries in an official capacity.  Her enthusiasm was noted.  This is acknowledged and accepted by the Clerk as her experience and knowledge grows with each varied circumstance.
24  Correspondence was circulated.
The next meeting will be held on 10 January 2013
The meeting closed at 9.50 pm.
Signed by:

Denise Webber , Chairman
10 January, 2013
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