


CHEDDON FITZPAINE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held at 7.30pm on Thursday 12 July 2012 in the Memorial Hall Committee Room.

Present:  Cllr D Webber, Cllr K Musgrave, Cllr G Bridges, Co-opted Cllr B Pring
Others Present: D Cllr B Nottrodt, a member of the public.   Clerk: Mrs J Pearson   
1. Chairman.  Cllr Webber chaired the meeting.
2. Apologies for absence:  Cllr R Isaacs, Cllr J Blackshaw, D Cllr E Waymouth, D Cllr N Cavill 
3. Declarations of personal/prejudicial interests:  Cllr K Musgrave – Personal – 08/12/0009
D Cllr D Webber –personal – 08/12/0011
4. Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 10 May 2012 were approved and signed by the Chairman.
5. Cllr David Langford’s resignation.  The Clerk had received a letter from Cllr Langford offering his resignation due to pressures on time.  The Chairman and Councillors accepted the resignation and recorded their thanks for the work he has undertaken.
6. Co-opt Mr B Pring.  Mr Bob Pring from Summerleaze offered to stand as a Councillor.  The Clerk had contacted the Monitoring Officer at Taunton Deane Borough Council and followed the Procedure for Co-opting Mr Pring.  This formality was complete and as no one else had come forward, it was resolved to offer the position of Parish Councillor to Mr Pring.  This was accepted.  It was also resolved to add Mr Pring as a cheque signatory to both the NatWest Account and the National Savings Account.
7. [bookmark: _GoBack]Clerk’s Contract and Remuneration.  The annual review to mark the first year of the new clerk was undertaken.  It was acknowledged that there are extra/new tasks that are being requested of the clerk and that an increase in hours and pay was appropriate.  It was unanimously  resolved to increase the hours from 6 to 8 per week, and for the pay to rise from £8.34 to £9.25 per hour from 1st August 2012.  The issue of extra pay for the hours worked in the first year was discussed, and it was resolved that £800 would be appropriate.  The Clerk accepted the both offers.  The Clerk had chosen not to take the offer of household expenses as Minuted on 12 January 2012 Item No: 18.
8. Planning Applications:  It was requested that the Clerk, when compiling the responses from Councillors, to send the draft email to them for consideration before forwarding to the relevant Planning Office at TDBC.  There was a discussion over the style of responses to TDBC with reference to their planning applications. It was agreed that future responses should comprise bullet points only. It was pointed out by Cllr Nottrodt that the decisions relayed to TDBC were collective view of the council and that any member who disagreed strongly with this could express and alternative view as an individual direct to the council.
08/12/0006 Change of use from B1 office to A1 hair and beauty salon on the first floor of the west range of The Hestercombe Gardens Visitor Centre at Hestercombe Garden, Cheddon Fitzpaine .  Objections have been made and the application will go to the Planning Committee on 18 July 2012 at TDBC.
08/12/0010 Erection of a tea kiosk within the shrubbery to the north of the transformer and a log store within the shrubbery to   the south of the transformer, to the east of the mill at Hestercombe Gardens, Cheddon Fitzpaine – no objections
08/12/0011 Installation of a 10 panel solar photovoltaic system to provide a 3.27 kWp installation on the south west facing roof of Rowford Barton, Rowford, Cheddon Fitzpaine – objections have been made.  Cllr Webber declared a personal interest.

9. Decisions received- 
08/11/0032 - Erection of single storey dwelling at land to the north of Maidenbrook Farmhouse, Tudor Park, Priorswood, Cheddon Fitzpaine, as amended  -conditional approval
08/12/0008 Erection of two storey and single storey extensions with installation of dormer windows and erection of detached garages and workshop at Lizanne House, Cheddon Fitzpaine (resubmission of 08/11/0023) –Conditional Approval
08/12/0009 Erection of No 7. Timber Sheds at Manor Farm Barns, Manor Farm – Approval granted.
10.  Village issues:
a.  Website.  Cllr Isaacs and the Clerk have worked together to get the initial stages of the website under way.  The first draft had been forwarded by email for Councillors to view on the ‘link’ provided.   The first comments were favourable.  A camera would be brought to the next meeting to take photos of the Councillors for the website.  It was understood that an extra cost would be required for the Domaine name of the village.  It was resolved that the expenditure of approx.  £87.00 be permitted.  Cllr Nottrodt reported that the domaine name ending in .org.uk or .gov should be considered in order that it is protected from anyone else taking the name on.
b. Neighbourhood Watch:  There had been no further progress owing to other issues taking priority.
c. Speed Watch:  Arrangements had been made for volunteers to attend the training session.  It was then cancelled at the last minute and is hoped to be reinstated in the autumn.
d. Queen’s Diamond Jubilee:  It was reported that the event at the Memorial Hall had been well attended.  80 people enjoyed a BBQ, magician, musical entertainment and Jubilee cakes.  Thanks were given to the Hall Committee for arranging the event.
e. Litter Bin by Cheddon Lawns:  This was brought forward from the previous meeting, and resolved to consider it when the Precept is drawn up for the next financial year.
f.  Gadds Valley.  Cllr Musgrave reported that the silt trap is full again after the exceptional wet weather.  It was also thought that there was a possibility of the old reservoir being emptied in a controlled manner.  The Clerk was requested to contact Wessex Water to ascertain the validity of the action, and to draw to the attention of the possibility of two properties being flooded at Upper Cheddon.  
g. Sheep Injuries.  It was also reported that sheep had been injured in fields adjoining Gadds Valley, one fatally.  It has been reported to the Police, TDBC, a neighbouring farmer in Kingston St Mary and the Clerk.  The Clerk had spoken to Ian Clarke of TDBC and ideas are being considered including erecting more signs directed to dog walkers. The exceptionally wet weather had caused the undergrowth to flourish and walkers are avoiding the woodland and now walk across farmland.  This to be discouraged.
11  Issues at Maidenbrook
a.  Tudor Park.  Dan Mawer of SCC Highways contacted the Clerk and apologised for the delay but was now revisiting this issue of road adoption.
b. Dog Litter Bin has been installed on 7.7.2012 beside the canal at Waterleaze. 
The Clerk had contacted DLO over the broken gatepost beside the Notice Board/Calvert over the ownership of the land, and was waiting to hear who is responsible for the repair.
12. Update from Crown Estate.
a. Parkgate Junction Wall. The Clerk has made several attempts to contact the Crown Agent without success.
b. Parking at School.  No further information is reported.
13 Hestercombe –  No further updates reported.


14 Highways
a. Update re Ian Titcombe of SCC Highways.  The road markings have been painted between Pyrland Farm and South Lodge, Rowford.  30MPH roundels, raised white lines, hatched areas and it is hoped that drivers will drive more considerately with these in place.  It was requested that the Clerk contact Highways for the added ‘hatched’ area in the carriageway.   
b. No Tipping Signs Maidenbrook Lane.   The Clerk to request extra signs in both Cat Lane and Maidenbrook Lane to discourage flytipping.
15  Reports – SCC, TDBC, Police.  There were no reports from SCC.  TDBC – Cllr Musgrave and the Clerk attended a training session on building design showing examples of good features and some shocking examples.  It was helpful to know for future plans and to understand what the Planners take into consideration.  Police – an acknowledgement letter from the Police had been received following the recent involvement on varied matters by several PCSOs in the Parish.  SLCC training - The Clerk attended the Code of Conduct training on 6.7.12.
16 Code of Conduct.  The Clerk handed out copies of the proposed Somerset Model Code of Conduct which should be adopted within 28 days from 1 July.  The Councillors asked the Clerk to’ Note’ the changes to the Code of Conduct, for it to be considered and brought to the next meeting.   Training sessions are available from SALC and the Clerk will forward details to Councillors to attend in August.
 Register of Interests – linked to the Code of Conduct is the Register of Interests and the Clerk asked that the Councillors complete and return it at the next meeting to be forwarded to TDBC in one batch. 
17 Appointment of External Auditors.  The Clerk has received a letter from the Audit Commission informing the Parish Council that Grant Thorton UK LLP will undertake the External Audit from 1 September 2012. 
18 The Precept had been received.  This was noted on the Bank statement.
19 The PWLB payment of £406.79 had been paid on 1 June 2012.
20 The VAT Refund of £66 had been received and is shown on the bank statement.
21 Insurance.  The premium of £515.02 for a 3-year binding agreement had been accepted and the new Policy Document and Insurance Certificate have been received.
22 Bank Reconciliation 30/6/2012.  The figures have been put on an Excel spread sheet for ease.  The figures were checked by the Chairman as a correct record.
23 Payments for Authorization.  It was resolved that the following payments be approved for payment.
Clerks Expenses:  Postage £1.80, Mileage £46.80, 
Clerks Remuneration for extra hours from 1.8.2011 to 31.7.2012 - £800 
24 Matters raised by Councillors.  None were raised.
25 Parish Council Meeting.  The next meeting will be held on 13 September 2012.
The meeting closed at 9.40 pm
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