CHEDDON FITZPAINE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held at 7.00 p.m. 
on Thursday 12 January 2012in the Memorial Hall Committee Room


Present: Chairman Cllr D Webber  Cllr J Blackshaw Cllr K Musgrave Cllr R Isaacs 
Cllr D Langford   Cllr G Bridges    Clerk: - Mrs J Pearson
 
Others present: TDBC Parish Liasion Officer Mr D Greig, D Cllr E Waymouth D Cllr  B Nottrodt, D Cllr N Cavill, Mrs P Cavill (Clerk to West Monkton PC), and a member of the public.

1.  Apologies for absence: Cllr U Palmer
	
2    Declarations of personal /prejudicial interests  
      Cllr D Webber –TDBC Planning Committee, (Prejudicial)
      Cllr D Langford     08/11/0030, 08/11/0031, 08/12/0001 (Personal)
      Cllr K Musgrave  08/11/0030, 08/11/0031, 08/12/0001 (Personal)

3    Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 10 November 2011
      These were approved and signed by the Chairman. Proposed by Cllr Blackshaw, and
      seconded by Cllr Musgrave

4    Village issue discussions:  
(a) Gadd’s Valley. No reports received.

(b) Dog Litter Bin.  The Clerk had consulted with TDBC DLO on the cost, location, and wider limitations of placing a dog litter bin by the Canal at the Waterlease estate.  The costs are £320 for purchase and installation as one-off payments, followed by ongoing costs of twice weekly collections @ £2.50 each = £260.  The total cost being £580. The Clerk and Cllr Isaacs had a site meeting in December and agreed the location of the bin. After discussion, it was resolved 4:2 in favour of installing a bin. Proposed by Cllr Webber and seconded by Cllr Isaacs.  The Clerk and Cllr Isaacs were asked to approach the neighbouring properties to inform them about this matter.  The Clerk to contact DLO at Taunton Deane to arrange the purchase and installation of the dog bin, and subsequent collection of dog waste.

(c) Speed Gun. It was requested the Clerk seek volunteers via the LinkUp magazine.  Those wishing to volunteer would receive free training by the Police. The cost of purchasing a speed gun was ruled out at this time, though the Clerk to approach Kingston St Mary about the possibility of sharing their gun and considering sharing the maintenance costs.

The member of the public raised the subject of the speed of traffic as it approaches Rowford from Taunton and the 30mph sign being very small but also covered by foliage.  Cllr Waymouth reported on SID (Speed Indicator Device approx. £700) or VAD (Vehicle Activated Device). 

Cllr Webber reported that the garden wall of South Lodge, by the entrance to the Village hall and situated on the busy junction had been severely damaged by a lone driver the previous weekend.  This was the eighth time in seven years.

The Clerk reported that WMPC had raised the issue of speeding through Goosenford at their PC Meeting the previous night and for both Clerks to liaise on this matter.

 It was resolved that the Clerk would ask SCC Highways Department to visit the village to cover these points.

(d)  Neighbourhood Watch.  The Clerk had a meeting the PCSO Tony Wearmouth and  ascertained that there is current scheme in the village.  Data Protection prohibits certain information being given, but the lady running the scheme now has been approached about setting up a meeting to move this matter on.  It was resolved that the Clerk arrange the meeting and report back to the Parish Council.

(e) Maidenbrook Lane Verge.  The owner of the property, Oak Tree House, has requested that a half metre wide strip of verge be reinstated along his roadside boundary wall in order to protect it after a crack had previously emerged.  SCC Highways had been approached, the costs to be shared equally between the owner and Highways, and the neighbouring properties are in agreement with the plan.  The Parish Council resolved that they have no objections in principle to the proposed solution although concern was registered that vehicles may continue to damage the reinstated verge.

(f) Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. The Clerk reported the CFPC had proposed donating a sum to the Memorial Hall Committee for a Village Party to mark the occasion.  Mr Macey, Chairman had responded that following their meeting in February/March 2012 when the working party committee had met, that further contact would be made with the Clerk.  It was suggested that, at the appropriate time, notices go on boards, fliers are delivered, and the possibility of advertising in the Parish Section of the Somerset County Gazette.

(g) Memorial Hall Bookings. The Clerk confirmed that the hall had been booked for all the meetings in 2012.

5    Update from Crown Estate.
(a) Land swap – No reports received

(b) Park Gate road junction.  The Clerk and Cllr Musgrave had met Alastair Deighton 
of Smithsgore on site to discuss the visibility issues and a damaged wall on the downhill side of the junction.  Mr Deighton reported that he would contact the Clerk before the end of January to inform the PC of the actions he will take to repair the wall and cut back the overgrown brambles.  He was informed that Mr Ellis (property on opposite side of the junction) has already agreed to cut his laurel hedge back in the spring.  Cllr Musgrave also raised the point that Crown Estate own the hedge (approx. 75 yds) on the road to Upper Cheddon (to the west of Park Gate junction) which is badly overgrown.  Mr Deighton agreed to cutting this back before the spring.  It was noted the amount of traffic early in the morning, but also the speed drivers approach these narrow junctions.

6  Issues at Hestercombe Garden Trust.   
08/11/0019 Erection of Open Sided Log Store – conditional approval 22/12/11
08/11/0026 Solar Panels at Rook Wood – granted 9/1/12

7   Issues at Maidenbrook ward.
a) Adoption of roads.  No further information received.  The Clerk/Cllr Isaacs to follow up.
b) Damage to Notice Board at Waterleaze.  The Clerk has asked a retired handyman to repair the damaged hinges.  This has been repaired and the Clerk requested approval for £10 expenses for this matter.  Approved by Cllr Isaac seconded by Cllr Blackshaw
c) Street Lighting on Canal Footpath.  The Clerk reported that she had visited the 
site after dark to confirm that the lights had all been repaired and are now working as this is on a safe ‘cycle route’ to school.

8     Highways
No further reports.  See Item 4c re Speed Gun.
    
9    Planning Applications
     	 0810/0024 Nerrols Farm discussion was deferred to the end of the evening.
	
Cllr Webber did not speak or vote on the following applications at TDBC.

08/11/0029  Windows for Kings Hall – Listed Building – no objection

08/11/0030  Change of Use at Manor Farm Barns 2/7 – no objection

08/11/0031  Flue at Manor Farm – no objection

	     08/11/0032  Erection of Single Storey Dwelling at Maidenbrook Farmhouse
The Parish Council OBJECT to this application at the current time.  The Parish Council to consider the application at a later date when the infrastructure, ie roads, are completed to their satisfaction.

08/12/0001 Porch, Barn 1 Manor Farm – no objection
		
		Decisions Withdrawn/not submitted since September 2011.
		08/11/0020, 08/11/0024, 08/11/0027, 08/11/0028

10.     Decisions received-  
    08/11/0021 Erection of single storey rear extension at 5 The Shaulders. Approval.
    08/11/0022 Change of use and conversion of agricultural barns nos. 2 and 7 to 
                             form two dwellings at Manor Farm Barns, Upper Cheddon. Conditional 
				     Approval
    08/11/0025 Removal of Condition of Use, Industrial Estate.  Conditional Approval

11  To Agree ‘electronic’ means of communication with Councillors
	The Parish Councillors agreed that the Clerk may send agendas, minutes, planning 
      application instructions, papers, documents, letters, correspondence, emails, via the 
	Internet electronically where possible, to save time and postage costs.  Proposed by Cllr 
	Isaacs and seconded by Cllr Blackshaw.

12  To confirm Appointment of Internal Auditor
The Clerk had received confirmation from Mr Bryan Howe that he would accept the appointment of Internal Auditor for 2011/12.

13	To note PWLB half yearly annuity paid for 11/12
	The Clerk informed the Councillors that the Direct Debit had been paid of £406.79 made 
	up of £242.28 (Principal Due) and £164.51 (Interest Due).  This leaves a Balance 
	Outstanding of £6267.21.

14  To note Bank Reconciliation to 02/12/11
The Chairman had visited the Clerks house prior to the meeting and confirmed the expenses, records and cashbook in order.  These were approved and signed by the Chairman.

15  To approve SLCC membership for 2012/13
16  To approve SALC membership for 2012/13

These items were taken together.  The former was up for renewal in January 2012 and   the latter was requested to be considered by the Clerk.  The Parish Councillors sought advice from Mr Greig (TDBC Liaison Officer) and Mrs P Cavill (WMPC Clerk).  Neighbouring Parishes take advantage of the SALC membership, and the Clerk being new requested this membership as it provides information, training and support to the Parish Council as a whole, whereas the SLCC is for the Clerk only.  After discussion it was resolved that both memberships be subscribed to.  Proposed by Cllr Bridges and seconded by Cllr Musgrave

17.  Clerks Salary 
	 It was noted that no increase in Clerks salaries are allowed this year.

18	To agree office, computer and phone costs.
[bookmark: _GoBack]It was noted that as the Clerk stores public records in her property that some office costs be recompensed in line with current practice.  These are attached with the reasons given.  The Councillors were in overall agreement to this proposal and approval was given.  The Clerks hours per week appear to be more than originally advertised and as such there is some flexibility on office costs/expenses.  The Clerk’s contract to be assessed in August when more information is known to both Councillors and Clerk alike.  The Clerk records her thanks in this matter.   

19  Payments approved for authorization
      It was resolved that the following payments were approved.
       Clerk’s office costs from 10/11/11 to 12/1/12   Inc VAT   £38.53	 	 
       Clerk’s car mileage from 10/11/11 to 12/1/12   Inc VAT   £25.83 = £64.36
       Clerks computer allowance apportioned 01/08/11 to Sept 11 - £20.80
       DLO – installation of Notice Board   £187.27
 
.

20  To approve the Precept 2012/13  
The Precept has several new items in this financial year which had been resolved earlier in the  Parish Council Meeting.  Concern was raised as to the size of the proposed increase but after further discussion, guidance from Mr Greig, the experienced District Councillors and WMPC Clerk present, it was felt that the proposed increase be acceptable.  Cllr Isaac noted that CFPC currently has the lowest Parish Precept rate by a considerable amount and the current proposal brings the Parish into line with current thinking.  Cllr Isaac also raised the possibility of funding a Parish Website and the Clerk noted that the one-off cost of the installation of dog litter bin could have the funds switched in the following year to this cause.  It was resolved to accept the increase from £7,000 to £10,203 unanimously.

21	To Review Risk Assessment for the Clerks workplace
The Chairman had visited the Clerks house and carried out a Risk Assessment.  All normal precautions of locked doors and windows were noted, with the main consideration that the Clerk should not be alone if members of the public visit to see documents or correspondence.  The Councillors agreed the Chairman sign the document.

22  Matters raised by Councillors
Website. The topic was raised during the Precept discussions and it was felt that further research into planning the site needs to be done before funding is allocated.  To be brought to the next meeting.

Nerrols Farm Planning Application
The Chairman and Clerk had attended the Planning Application meeting at TDBC on 1 December 2011.  They reported the application had been approved in outline.  The discussion at this stage centred on the road access, sight lines, layout, watercourses and flood run off.  Further debate and information included future plans for community centred facilities e.g. shops, school, open space areas, tree planting and screening.

Vice-Chairman. The Chairman noted that no Vice Chairman had been appointed and,,having sought the agreement from Cllr Isaacs, it was resolved that Cllr Isaacs would be Vice-Chairman in the Chairman’s absence.  Proposed by Cllr Webber and seconded by Cllr Langford.
.
23  Meetings: (2nd Thursday alternate months)

2012:   8 March, 10 May, 12 July, 13 September, 8 November.

Meeting closed 9.30pm
4

