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CHEDDON FITZPAINE PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at 7.00pm on Monday 14th March 2022. 

In the Committee Room of the Memorial Hall at Cheddon Fitzpaine TA2 8JY 

www.cfpc.co.uk  

  

Present: Parish Cllrs Cllr Webber, Woollacott, Batsch, & Isaacs, SCC Cllr Fraschini, SWT D Cllrs Cavill & Pritchard and 

Clerk Mrs S Millard-Jones.   

 

With approximately 15 members of the public. 

 

03/01 To receive apologies for absence: Parish Cllr Baker, NP Delivery Group Chairman K Tutill, WM Assistant Clerk 

Mrs T Cavill & SCC Cllr Fothergill, 

03/02 To receive declarations of personal/prejudicial/disclosable pecuniary interests: None. 

03/03 To approve Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 14th February 2022. It was resolved to approve 

the Minutes. 

 

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME:  

 Questions received: 

Q: (To Cllr Webber) When the dialogue began regarding the Neighbourhood Plan, did any Councillors take 

any professional advice on planning related matters within a medieval development. 

A: No 

Somerset Wood Volunteer co-ordinator mentioned that she had submitted a piece that Cllr Woollacott read 

on her behalf at the full Council meeting at the start of the month and felt hopeful that SWT are committed 

to listening to Cheddon Fitzpaine. 

Q: Both Parish Councils developed a concept in July 2019 which Reed Holland did drawings for. Were those 

drawings the ones that appear in the current planning application? 

A: It was believed that these are different drawings because the location of the pond is now where the 

amphitheatre was likely to be.  

Q: Have these drawings been recently reviewed and approved by the Parish Council as the pictures are 

dated December 2021 and states both West Monkton and Cheddon Fitzpaine Parish Councils as clients. 

A: The Parish Council confirmed that these pictures had not been signed off by them in December 2021. 

Q: With reference to the Glebe Farm application, will the Parish Council ensure that the conservation area is 

protected. 

A: This is a District Council decision and cannot be determined by the Parish Council. 

Q: When will there be an update on the status of the Neighbourhood Plan? 

A: The examiner has been unwell with Covid and it is hoped that there will be an update by the end of the 

month. 

Q: Is there any progress regarding the lead council and the Country Park lease. 

A: Cllr Cavill confirmed that the agreement being drawn up details Cheddon Fitzpaine Parish Council as the 

lead. 50/50 split to both PC’s.   

Q: The Glebe Farm planning application suggests that the Parish Councils are strong supporters. Will the 

Parish Council write and include a response regarding the information being misleading? Does the Parish 

Council support the application? 

A: In order for Councillors to take part in the discussion on the 11th April, it is important that the matter is 

approached without opinion as otherwise it could be seen as fettering their discretion. There will be a public 

meeting on the 7th April for residents to express concerns and then a response can be formulated for SWT 

ensuring it is in line with the guidelines for responses for planning matters. 

Q: Will individual Councillors send in a response?  

A: Parish Councillors may send in their own viewpoints following the Parish Council comments being 

submitted.   

Q: What is the reference to Corfield House, how is it connected to the development? 

http://www.cfpc.co.uk/
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A: Cllr Cavill answered that the refurbishment of Corfield Hall was being managed by the Taunton Heritage 

Trust, of which he was a long standing trustee. 

Q: There is a deadline of 21 days for comments to be submitted, so therefore how will the Parish Council be 

able to comment. 

A: The Clerk has requested an extension for the planning application to be discussed at the April meeting. 

Q: Would the Parish Council be prepared to meet solely with residents to discuss the planning application for 

Glebe Farm? 

A: The Clerk will confirm whether this can take place and will inform residents accordingly. 

  

03/04 Reports:  SCC/SWT  

 SCC Cllr Fraschini provided the following report: 

Coronavirus infection rates: The Government published its Living with Covid-19 report on 21st January 2022. 

Under the plan  

• people with Covid are not legally required to self-isolate  

• however, guidance recommends that those who test positive stay at home and avoid contact with others 

for at least five full days   

• self-isolation support payments of £500 for those on low incomes have stopped   

• routine contact tracing has ended - people in contact with someone with Covid will no longer be advised to 

self-isolate or take daily tests  

• workers are not required to tell their employer if they need to self-isolate  

• face coverings are not mandatory but they are still "strongly encouraged"  

From 1 April:  

• PCR and lateral flow Covid tests will no longer be free for most people  

• Covid passports will no longer be recommended, except for international travel  

• employers will no longer have to consider Covid as a separate risk when working out how to keep 

employees safe  

Over-75s and people with a weakened immune system are also being offered an extra Covid booster jab this 

spring, six months after their previous dose.  

Somerset Coronavirus Support Helpline: A single phone number continues to be available for anyone in 

Somerset who needs Coronavirus-related support.  

0300 790 6275, is open seven days a week from 8am to 6pm.  

Local Government Reorganisation: Following the Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing and 

Communities (DLUHC) decision to support the move to a single Unitary Council across Somerset the 

Structural Changes Order were approved by the House of Commons Committee on 23rd January and will 

now go before the Lords on or before 14th March. The first elections to the new authority together with 

Somerset Town and Parish elections will be held on 5th May 2022.   

County Council Revenue Budget: Highlights of the 2022/23 Somerset budget include: An extra £18 million 

investment in Adults Social Care (13% increase), an extra £12 million invested in Children’s Services (13% 

increase), an additional £8.4 million identified to invest in schools and £48 million in capital projects, 

including roads. Additionally, there is major investment in supporting the commitment to create a zero 

carbon Somerset by 2030 with £7.8 million allocated to reduce energy use in council buildings and £1 million 

invested in the electrifying the council fleet and building a charging infrastructure in the county.  The County 

Council’s share of Council Tax is proposed to rise by a two per cent with a further one per cent rise under the 

social care precept. For a home rated Band D for Council Tax this is equivalent to a rise of 78p a week.  

iAero:  A new £10m aerospace centre in Yeovil dedicated to innovation, collaboration and sustainable 

aviation has officially opened. The iAero project, led by Somerset County Council, is a hub for collaboration 

and innovation on new products. It stands next door to world-leading aerospace company Leonardo UK Ltd, 

a key partner in the project. The centre will be the gateway for the aerospace industry to access small and 

medium enterprises who are looking to collaborate and innovate on new products.  

Opportunity Boost Scheme: A new grant has been launched to help people in Somerset overcome financial 

barriers when seeking employment and returning to work. The Opportunity Boost Scheme will provide 
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grants worth up to £500 to help with the cost associated progressing into work, such as transport costs, 

childcare, work clothes, learning resources and training courses. The funding for the scheme has been 

provided through the Somerset Recovery Fund, and the initiative is being delivered in partnership between 

Somerset County Council and Citizens Advice Somerset. To qualify, applicants must be aged 16 or over, not 

be entitled to any other financial assistance for job seeking and had a pre-Covid salary of less than £25,000. 

For More information visit www.westsomersetadvice.org.uk/  

Half Term and Easter food support:  Somerset County Council is again working with schools to provide food 

vouchers to families eligible for Free School Meals to combat holiday hunger over the February half-term 

and Easter holidays. The Council has helped provide food vouchers to those children in need of support 

during the school holidays since October 2020, providing a much-needed boost to families who have felt the 

impacts of the coronavirus pandemic. The allocation for February half-term and Easter provides vouchers 

worth £15 per pupil for the week and includes additional funding so that schools can also allocate vouchers 

to families who are in need of support but do not qualify for Free School Meals.  

Ukraine: In addition to flying the Ukrainian flag and lighting County Hall in Yellow and Blue the County 

Council are offering extra support to Ukrainian members of staff and residents in Somerset. The Council 

stands by, ready to support the national humanitarian aid effort to relocate refugees displaced by Russian 

aggression. 

 

SWT Cllr Pritchard provided the following report; 

SWT is urging bill-payers to set up a direct debit to pay their council tax, to ensure they get their £150 energy 

rebate payment as quickly as possible. The energy rebate scheme was recently announced by the Chancellor 

Rishi Sunak to help people with rising energy bills. All eligible households in England in council tax bands A to 

D, should get the £150 payment from their District Council from April this year. Rate payers wishing to set up 

a direct debit for council tax should visit the council's ‘Paying your council tax’ webpage. For new direct 

debits the Government requires SWT to have successfully collected a first payment of council tax by direct 

debit before issuing the energy rebate. 

The final budget was approved by members for 2022/23 at a full council meeting on Thursday 24th February. 

The budget for the next financial year will be the last ahead of the creation of a new unitary authority in April 

2023 and will allow the Council to continue to invest in the district, while allocating resources to priorities 

identified in the Corporate Strategy. 

Among the approved spending plans is: 

• £500,000 for climate initiatives ranging from the accelerated roll out of electric vehicle charging 

points to developing innovative partnership schemes for tree planting, and decarbonisation of 

council buildings in line with our Carbon Neutrality and Climate Resilience (CNCR) Action Plan which 

we will have allocated £1.5million to over three years. 

• £5milllion investment in flood defence works at Firepool Lock Gates and the North Bank of the River 

Tone in line with the Taunton Strategic Flood Alleviation and Improvement Scheme (TSFAIS) with a 

further £1million in the capital programme for other flood alleviation works. 

• 600,000 Environmental Improvement Fund for everything from repair and replacement of street 

furniture, street cleansing and graffiti removal, to refurbishment of our public tennis courts. 

• £2million capital investment for work addressing the issue of phosphates on the Somerset Levels and 

Moors. 

• £1million for housing development and regeneration to increase social housing availability and 

quality, on top of £30million capital investment in council-owned social housing stock agreed by 

Council on 8 February. 

• £800,000 towards our Single Homelessness and Rough Sleeper Accommodation Strategy to end 

rough sleeping in the district by 2027. 

The budget also provides for further investment in our open spaces with new paths, benches and play 

equipment, and the continued roll out of replacement litter bins to allow residents to recycle-on-the-go. 

Somerset West and Taunton Council has teamed up with UK artist Luke Jerram and St Mary Magdalene 

Church to bring the Museum of the Moon to Taunton. Museum of the Moon is a touring artwork which has 
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been seen by over three million people at venues across the world. Measuring six metres in diameter, the 

moon features detailed NASA imagery of the lunar surface.  

 

The installation is a fusion of lunar imagery, moonlight and surround sound composition created by BAFTA 

and Ivor Novello award winning composer Dan Jones. 

The exhibition will be at St Mary Magdalene Church, Taunton, from 18 to 31 March 2022 and will be free to 

enter. The venue is also programming its own series of lunar inspired events beneath the moon. 

 

SWT Cllr Cavill provided the following report; 

By 2023/24 only £54,0000 to be put into the District Council funds leaving a deficit. Council tax has increased 

by £5 per month. The Community Governance Review has agreed to make a town council, and it has also 

agreed to take West Monkton out of the proposal to shift into the town council, but it is proposed that the 

boundary will be amended and will no longer include Hankridge Retail Park. The current proposal is that the 

Country Park will completely fall within the Cheddon Fitzpaine parish. Bishops Hull and Norton will also be 

removed for consideration. Cheddon will still be considered within the next consultation, but it is looking 

hopeful that the Parish Council will continue to exist. 

 

03/05 Joint Projects with West Monkton:  

Maidenbrook Country Park & Somerset Wood:   

The Clerk requested approval of the transfer of £21.88 to cover DDS invoice as this will take the Country park 

(CP) account overdrawn before the VAT is reclaimed. 

It was resolved to approve the transfer of £21.88 from the main account to the CP account, with a view that 

the £21.88 will be returned to the main account on the completion of the project. 

The Country Park Working Group recommended that the Parish Council (PC) approve the share of digger 

work that cost £245 and the cost of the land drainage pipe for the Forest School for £56.  

It was resolved to approve the expenditure of £122.50 and £28.00 respectively. 

 

Neighbourhood Plan Review: 

Mr Tutill apologised for not being able to attend and provided the following report in his absence; 

The Neighbourhood Plan (NP) examiner has had Covid and therefore her response will not be available until 

the end of the month. If she considers there have been material changes to the NP then she may decide that 

there has to be a referendum - probably in May to coincide with the elections. If not, it will go straight to 

main council for approval. 

The NP as currently drafted strengthens the community’s position on Glebe Farm, if the application is 

submitted as originally proposed, particularly if it goes to appeal as community support is necessary for it to 

be approved. 

 

Community Governance Review  

Cllr J Woollacott spoke on behalf of the PC and thanked Mrs J Pearson, Cllrs Fraschini, Baker & Cavill for their 

contributions to the full council meeting on Thursday 3rd March. He reported that he felt that it was a 

promising meeting and feels as though CFPC were listened to. Derek Perry has made a commitment to meet 

with the PC in order to further understand the benefit of the parish remaining as it currently is which will 

enable the continuation of the Country Park. Gwill Wren has written to Derek Perry and explained his 

concerns. Cllr J Woollacott feels that it is important to keep the pressure on and suggests that a flyer/leaflet 

in addition to the newsletter, to raise awareness within the parish would be a good idea ahead of the next 

consultation in June. 

Cllr J Woollacott made some further suggestions regarding boundaries to consider at the next consultation 

stage and it was agreed that this would be discussed in more detail after the pre-election period.  

Concerns were raised regarding what happens if the boundaries do change, and what might happen to the 

existing PCllrs: The current legislation permits PCllrs to serve a parish, providing that they live within 3 miles. 
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Next stage (following the pre-election period); To make contact with Derek Perry to arrange a meeting and 

to show him the area and show community differences between Cheddon and Priorswood; To work between 

May and October, to get the Working Group to change their minds. 

 

03/06 Platinum Jubilee 

The Clerk reported that a budget had been put together with WM PC which sets out expected costs for the 

CP Jubilee Celebrations to be around £5-6,000. The Clerk requested approval to apply for a lottery grant on 

the behalf of the PC to cover costs. 

It was resolved to approved the application in order to cover costs for the Jubilee celebrations.  

 

03/07 Cheddon Ward: No report 

 

03/08  Maidenbrook:  

The Clerk had reported the Land Rover that was causing an obstruction and it had been removed by the time 

the police attended the next day. 

The Clerk had chased Kate Hicks and Chris Hall regarding the adoption of Waterleaze and was told that Kate 

Hicks had chased the developer after the last email exchange at the end of January and had done so just 

before the meeting, as yet she had received no response, but has asked the SWT Lawyers to do the same, 

and it is hoped that may provoke more of a response. 

Northwalls & Northwalls Grange: The Clerk had re-reported the lack of bin emptying to Jack fennel (Barratts 
David Wilson) who has chased Biffa on the matter and resultantly, the bins appear to have been emptied 
according to the schedule for the last couple of weeks. 

03/09  Highways:   

 The Clerk had been contacted by Rebecca Staddon (Community Engagement Officer) and was informed that 

as a result of the Northwalls Grange Development, an award of £70,000 was available to spend on upgrading 

the bus stops along Nerrols Drive, and must be spent by November 2022. This money can be used to 

improve shelters, visibility, placement of timetables etc. The Clerk had met with Richard Andrews and Chris 

Parkinson (Public transport manager), and contact has been made with Buses of Somerset to ascertain which 

of the bus stops are used most frequently. However, in the meantime, it has been agreed to put some flags 

into the laybys which will hopefully raise awareness that there is a bus stop in use and may mean there are 

less cars parking in the laybys. It is important to not just put shelters at every stop as ongoing maintenance 

costs must be considered, however, it may be possible to set some of the S106 funds aside for future 

maintenance – the Clerk to confirm. 

 

03/10 Nerrols School/Summerleaze Crescent: No report 

 

03/11 Planning Applications:  

To note the following PA’s that were sent through after the agenda had been published:   

08/22/0003 Replacement of conservatory with the erection of a single storey extension to 

the rear of 11 Cranes Close, Cheddon Fitzpaine – no comment 

08/21/0035 & 36LB Change of use of land and reinstatement of an avenue of trees and ha-ha on the west 

side of the formal garden at Hestercombe Gardens, Cheddon Fitzpaine – no comment 

03/12 Planning Decisions: None 

 

03/13 Reports:  

Cheddon Church: There will be a family event on the Saturday before easter outside, and the church are 

looking forward to welcoming Cheddon Primary School back for their easter service. Thanks was given to the 

local community for making the fallen tree safe following the storms and thankfully a tree surgeon has been 

arranged quickly.  
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There is a lot of ongoing maintenance required and it is hoped that the next project will be the church organ, 

it is also hoped that a volunteer may step forward to project manage the repair. 

Finally, the church is looking to welcome any volunteers, and in particular are looking for a Parochial Church 

Council secretary for a couple of hours a month to help. 

Cheddon School: The Government are now focusing on improving attendance within educational settings 

and although Cheddon Primary School is above the national average, it is not where it was before Covid as 

there are still children that are having to isolate. A new school website has been launched and is a useful tool 

for parents. Year 6 are keeping a blog which is being regularly uploaded. 

The number of admissions to the school is growing year on year, most of which are being dropped off by 

parents in cars, meaning there is a growing need for a safe space to do so. Quotes of around £20,000 have 

been received for the car park, which the school is unable to fund, and it is hoped that there may be some 

grants and funds that can help. 

Memorial Hall: No report 

Footpaths: Ian Brimacombe has tended to the triangle of land on the roundabout. 

 

03/14 Elections: Notices to be displayed from Friday 18th March. Nomination forms to be with the Returning 

Officer before 4pm on Tuesday 5th April. Papers can be obtained from the Clerk, from the website or SWT. 

On the 6th April – by 4pm Statement of persons nominated will be made public. 

 

03/15 Audit: The Clerk is getting all paperwork in order for the upcoming audit and requested approval to appoint 

internal auditor Jill Larcombe. 

 It was resolved to appoint Jill Larcombe as the internal auditor. 

03/16 Administration: The Data Protection Policy had been circulated ahead of the meeting for Councillors to 

review. Thanks was given to Cllr Batsch for his thorough contribution. 

 It was resolved to approve the Data Protection Policy. 

 

03/17 Website: There had been 122 sessions in February. 59 of which were meetings and 31 Country Park. 

03/18 Clerk: To note that the Clerk has obtained the CILCA qualification. 

Meetings: CP WG. WM PC. Fortnightly Local Government Reorganisation.  

 

03/19  Finance: (R) 

a) Approval of Payments & Receipts  

Payments 

To whom Description Net VAT Total Pay Date 

S Millard-Jones February 
Salary, 
Homeworking 
& Mileage, 
PAYE & NI 

£1,277.61 £2.10 £1,279.71 31/03/22 

WM PC 50% share of 
digger work 

£122.50  £122.50 16/03/22 

WM PC 50% share of 
land drainage 
pipe 

£28.00  £28.00 16/03/22 

Country Park 
account 

Transfer to 
cover DDS 
invoice 

£21.88  £21.88 16/03/22 

Royal Mail Postage (SAE) £1.92 £0.36 £2.30 16/03/22 

Pioneer 
Window 
cleaning 

Bus shelter £15.00  £15.00 16/3/22 
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Debit Card/Direct Debit: To note:  

To whom Description Net VAT Total Pay Date 

Somerset 
Web 
Services 

Email 
addresses Inv 
109696 

£32.20 £6.44 £38.64 02/03/22 

NEST Pension £48.93 £ £48.93 31/03/22 

Microsoft Monthly 
Subscription 
Inv 19/02/22 

£9.40 £1.88 £11.28 21/03/22 

Somerset 
Web 
Services 

Hosting Inv 
109643 

£22.00 £4.40 £26.40 25/03/22 

 

Receipts: To note: 

   

Bank Interest – Feb  £0.02 

 TOTAL £0.02  

 

It was resolved to pay the above by cheque/internet banking     

b) Approval of the bank reconciliation to 28th February 2022: Main Account £39,126.40. CIL Account 

£2,863.09. NSI Account £3,123.62. CP Account £6,110.11. Total £51,223.22. 

c) To note the CIL money available, deadlines and to approve the CIL Annual report detailing expenditure 

The Clerk circulated the CIL annual report that is required at the end of each financial year to account for 

any CIL monies being spent. 

It was resolved to approve the CIL Annual report and to send to Rebecca Staddon and place onto the 

website. This will leave no remaining CIL funds.  

d) To note the 20/21 National Pay Agreement and to approve the Clerk back pay and new rate of pay 

post CILCA qualification 

It was resolved to approve the back pay as per the National Pay Agreement 20/21 that had been circulated 

and the new rate of pay SCP 18. 

e) To approve the quote for waste maintenance 

The quote had been circulated ahead of the meeting for members to consider. 

It was resolved to approve the expenditure of £5,402.59 for the financial year 2022/23. 

 

03/20 Matters raised by Councillors: None 

 

03/21 Items for next agenda: None 

 

2022 Dates: 11th April. 9th May. 13th June. 11th July. 8th August. 12th September. 10th October. 14th November. 

5th December.    

 

Meeting closed at 9.12pm  
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……………………………………… 

Chair  

 

 

 

 


