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CHEDDON FITZPAINE PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at 7.00pm on Monday 10th November 2022 

In the Committee Room of the Memorial Hall at Cheddon Fitzpaine TA2 8JY 

www.cfpc.co.uk  

  

Present: Parish Cllrs Woollacott, Isaacs, Batsch, Wilson & West. SCC Cllr Cavill. SWT Cllr Tully. 

 

In attendance: Mrs S Millard-Jones, Clerk, West Monkton Assistant Clerk Mrs K Welsh & approximately 8 members 

of the public. 

 

Cllr Woollacott chaired the meeting. 

 

11/01 To receive apologies for absence: Cllrs Baker, Deakin, Fothergill & Pritchard.  

 

11/02 To receive declarations of personal/prejudicial/disclosable pecuniary interests: Cllr Isaacs declared an 

interest due to membership on the Shadow Council. 

 

11/03 To approve Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting. The minutes from the Meeting of the Parish Council on 

10th October 2022 having been previously circulated, were taken as read. It was resolved to approve the 

Minutes.  

 

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME:  

 

Resident Mr Lown informed all in attendance that he had submitted a Freedom Of Information request 

regarding the Glebe Farm planning application and shared the contents of the response explain that the 

planning application would be rejected by the Principal Planning Officer. The full document can be found on 

CFPC website under the November agenda and minutes - reports. 

 

11/04 Reports:   

SCC Cllr Deakin shared a report ahead of the meeting: 

Support to mitigate impact of Cost of Living crisis this winter  

Somerset County Council’s Executive has approved a wide-ranging package of support to help local people 

deal with the impacts of the Cost of Living crisis this winter. Support includes financial assistance with food 

and energy bills through the Household Support Fund, a ‘Warm Welcome’ network of venues where people 

can find warmth and company, as well as targeted support for clinically vulnerable people in cold homes.  

Somerset County Council declared a Cost of Living emergency in July of this year, and set up a cross-party 

working group to investigate action the Council can take to help people through this period.  

That group has worked closely with Mendip District Council, Sedgemoor District Council, South Somerset 

District Council and Somerset West and Taunton Council, as well as partners in the voluntary and community 

sector, to put in place initiatives to bolster the support package provided by central Government.  

Somerset residents struggling to pay the bills this winter could be eligible for support through the Household 

Support Fund.  

The County Council has been allocated £3.8m to distribute before March 31st 2023 as part of the third round 

of funding provided through the Government’s Household Support Fund.  

This funding will be used to provide food vouchers worth £10 a week to children eligible for Free School 

Meals during the school holidays, and enable people to apply for support with a range of urgent essentials 

including fuel, food, and white goods.  

Somerset County Council has contributed a total of £250,000 to Somerset Community Foundation’s Cost of 

Living Crisis Appeal fund which will be used to support food resilience, energy projects and the ‘Warm 

Welcome’ network. Somerset West and Taunton Council, Sedgemoor District Council, South Somerset 

District Council and Mendip District Council have also contributed £50,000 each to the SCF Cost of Living 

http://www.cfpc.co.uk/


 

CHEDDON FITZPAINE PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES 10TH NOVEMBER 2022 2 

 

Crisis Appeal. The Warm Welcome initiative is a network of venues that will offer an inviting place for people 

to keep warm. These venues will offer optional activities, or a place to get some work or homework done, or 

even just see a friendly face for a chat.  

Spark Somerset is being funded to develop the programme and build a framework, identify appropriate 

spaces and co-ordinate the project moving forward. Somerset Libraries will be open as usual to offer a warm 

and welcoming space to all. Once all of the warm spaces have been confirmed, a public map will be made 

available.  

Spark Somerset will also be supporting food resilience in the county as part of this work, meanwhile a map of 

all foodbanks, pantries, and food cupboards in Somerset is being developed which will be made publicly 

available. Other support this winter includes the Centre for Sustainable Energy (CSE) Safe and Warm 

Somerset helpline, which supports people who are clinically vulnerable and struggling to afford their energy 

bills and living in a cold home.  

A total of £314,000 has been provided from Somerset County Council’s Clinically Extremely Vulnerable (CEV) 

Grant which means that in addition to the delivery of their standard offer, CSE will also take on targeted 

outreach to clinically vulnerable people in cold homes and help arrange the installation of insulation and 

heating measures to improve the energy efficiency of low income or low EPC-rated homes.  

The Council is using an additional £65,000 from the CEV grant to fund Open Mental Health to provide 

targeted face-to-face help at home for approximately 500 older adults in need of mental health support.  

To make an application to the Household Support Fund, please visit: bit.ly/SupportFund22. If you need help 

to apply, please phone Somerset County Council on 0300 123 2224. People who applied to previous rounds 

of the Household Support Fund are welcome to apply again in this round of funding.  

To donate to the Somerset Cost-of-Living Crisis Appeal today visit: www.somersetcf.org.uk or call 01749 

344949.  

For more information about support available for Somerset residents, please visit: 

https://www.somerset.gov.uk/social-care-and-health/additional-support-for-somerset-residents/  

Taunton to have its own Town Council  

Taunton – Somerset’s County town – will be represented by a new Town Council for the first time in 50 

years. The grass-roots council is due to come into being on 1 April next year – just as the new, unitary 

Somerset Council is launched. Both Somerset West and Taunton Council (SWT) and Somerset County Council 

(SCC) held special full council meetings to approve the creation of a new town council for Taunton and 

changes to local governance arrangements, marking the culmination of two years of intensive work, research 

and consultation. The decisions mean a legal order will be made for a town council to represent Taunton - 

the centre of which was the only part of Somerset not to be parished as a result of local government 

reorganisation in 1974. The commitment to a Town Council for Taunton was made in the business case for 

the new, unitary council in Somerset which recognised the need for Taunton to have a strong town voice 

when the role of city, town and parish councils becomes even more important. Both the district and county 

councils worked in partnership to deliver shared pledges on creating the new Town Council. 

Somerset County Council launches Orange Button Scheme at Walk for a Life event  

More than 50 people walked through the streets of Taunton to raise awareness of suicide across Somerset.  

Many of those taking part in Somerset County Council’s inaugural ‘Walk for a Life’ event were walking in 

memory of loved ones or because of their own experiences. The groups paused for reflection at Vivary Park’s 

bandstand before laying flowers at a bench donated by Ricky Gervais’ Netflix programme ‘After Life’.  

The walk finished at the Somerset County Cricket Club, where a number of partners were on hand to offer 

information and advice including Somerset Foundation Trust, Open Mental Health and Stepladder.  

The event also marked the launch of Somerset County Council’s new ‘Orange Button’ scheme: a community-

based suicide awareness scheme. People who are having thoughts of suicide, or who are worried about a 

friend or family member, can now “push the button” when they see someone wearing a distinctive orange 

badge, and ask them for information and support. The Orange Button is worn by people in Somerset who 

have undergone quality-assured Mental Health or Suicide Prevention training: whilst they are not able to 

counsel people, they can help people to find relevant services locally.  
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To find out more about the Orange Button scheme including how to become an orange button wearer, 

please visit https://www.healthysomerset.co.uk/support-with-your-mental-health/training/.  

Somerset social workers shortlisted for top national award  

Two brilliant Somerset social workers have been shortlisted for a prestigious award in recognition of their 

outstanding leadership and practice. Louise White and Janet Hardy, who are both Service Managers in 

Somerset County Council’s Adult Social Care Department, have been selected as finalists in the Team Leader 

of the Year (Adult Services) category at the annual Social Worker of the Year Awards. Finalists were selected 

for showing clear leadership skills and evidence of how they have either nurtured an effective working 

environment, achieved cultural change, or improved service quality and outcomes.  

The shortlist, which features more than 90 outstanding practitioners, teams, and organisations in 17 

categories, was chosen by an independent judging panel made up of young care leavers, social workers, 

industry leaders, and people with lived experience of social work.  

The winners will be revealed during the Social Work Awards 2022 ceremony, being held at the Royal 

Lancaster Hotel in London on Friday, November 4. For more information about the awards, visit 

www.socialworkawards.com  

Somerset hosts trailblazing conference to tackle child exploitation  

Somerset County Council has hosted a trailblazing multi-agency conference in Taunton, sharing best practice 

on combating Child Exploitation. Guests included the NHS, police, social workers and Representatives from 

the voluntary sector.  

Somerset’s specialist exploitation Social Workers opened the conference, sharing their experiences of 

working as part of a multi-agency team to help young people recognise when they are being used or 

exploited and how to find and use the support that is available to them. They also outlined examples of good 

practice highlighted by Ofsted during its recent inspection, which rated the County’s Children’s Social Care as 

providing “good” services for children and families across the board.  

Sammy Woodhouse, a survivor of child sexual exploitation in Rotherham spoke movingly about her 

experiences and how she has been able to help others.  

The St Giles Trust – a charity which helps vulnerable young people who are exploited through gangs, serious 

violence and offending turn their lives around – ran interactive sessions with delegates, about empowering 

people to get the help they need.  

Somerset’s Homelessness Health and Wellbeing work is runner up in National Awards  

Work that has improved the health and wellbeing of Somerset’s homeless population has been named as a 

runner up in the finals of the Royal Society for Public Health’s prestigious Health & Wellbeing Awards 2022 in 

the ‘Health Equity’ category. Somerset was shortlisted for its work protecting the county’s homeless 

population. The award ceremony took place on 20th October and was hosted by RSPH President, Professor 

Lord Patel of Bradford OBE, and RSPH Vice President broadcaster, Natasha Kaplinsky. By working together, 

organisations across Somerset, including the County Council, all District Councils, the NHS, Second Step, 

voluntary, community, and social enterprise accommodation and support providers, the police, probation 

service and Somerset Open Mental Health, have been able to prevent covid deaths among the county’s 

homeless population, deliver lifesaving medications, and provide tests and treatments for blood borne 

diseases. These colleagues have been working much more closely on this issue since 2019 and together have 

set up both the Somerset Homelessness Reduction Board and the NHS led Homeless and Rough Sleeper 

Nursing service.  

Together, these organisations carried out work to support not only the immediate and longer-term housing 

needs of Somerset’s homeless population, but also their health and wellbeing needs, helping people with 

mental health problems, substance dependence and physical health needs such as the need for testing and 

life-saving medicines. During the pandemic the wider health and housing teams worked to deal with a range 

of health protection issues by supporting homeless people into safe accommodation, vaccinating against 

Covid-19 and providing screening and treatment for blood borne diseases including Hepatitis C (HCV). 

Learn a language for free with Somerset Libraries  

Somerset Libraries have launched a new Translation Service, giving free access to an online language learning 

service. The service, which is available to all library members, will work in a similar way to other online 
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resources, giving Somerset library members (including those with full or digital memberships) access to the 

free service. which can be found at: www.somersetlibraries.co.uk/languagelearning  

The service is delivered by Transparent language Online. Library staff have had access to training materials to 

help them understand what it offers so they can be on hand help members of the public sign up for 

membership and then access the service. The service includes 120 languages so guests from many other 

countries will also have free access, simply by having a Somerset Libraries membership. It also enables 

anyone in Somerset to learn languages such as Ukrainian and Russian which could be especially useful for 

sponsors and people supporting displaced people in the county.  

The Library Service is working with colleagues in the Resettlement Team, so that the training regarding this 

service will also include information about the various Welcome Hubs and other support services aimed at 

guests from other countries. You can get a membership by calling into any Somerset library or online at: 

https://www.somerset.gov.uk/libraries-leisure-and-communities/libraries/libraries-services/library-

membership/ November 2022 Somerset Liberal Democrats 6  

Hundreds sign up to help shape council services  

More than 300 people have signed up to help shape the future of council services in Somerset.  

From April 2023, Somerset’s five councils will be replaced by the new unitary Somerset Council which will 

deliver all council services to all communities – from waste collection and adult social care to housing, 

benefits and parks. A new Customer Panel has been established to ensure residents are at the heart of those 

services. Since launching in August, more than 300 people have stepped forward – with members already 

providing valuable feedback on important work like the development of a new council brand.  

No special skills are required to join the panel, all you need is a willingness to take part in three research 

topics each year and provide honest and constructive feedback. Panel members will have the chance to take 

part in online surveys, one-to-one interviews, usability tests, and discussion groups. You can get involved in a 

number of different ways. Please find out more via our website (https://playbook.somerset.gov.uk/our-

customer-panel/), or you can register by calling 0300 123 2224.  

Have your say on Somerset’s SEND strategy  

Members of the public in Somerset are invited to have their say on a new draft strategy for children and 

young people with Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities (SEND). The Somerset SEND Partnership, 

which includes Somerset County Council, NHS Somerset, Somerset Parent Carer Forum and local education 

providers, have launched a consultation for the public to feedback on their updated SEND Strategy.  

The strategy was shaped by extensive engagement with children, young people and families and sets out 

how services will be delivered and led over the next three years (2023-26).  

The Somerset SEND Partnership have four key themes which outline their plan for SEND services, these are:  

• Working together  

• Getting help as early as possible  

• Access to the right support and provision  

• Preparing for the future  

The consultation is open and will close on Friday 23 December. To read the strategy and provide feedback 

visit: https://somerset.inconsult.uk/SENDstrategy/consultationHome  

After the consultation closes, the Somerset SEND Partnership will review all feedback and use this to update 

the strategy. The final strategy will be published in Spring 2023. 

 

SCC Cllr Cavill: 
The Chairman of Shadow Town Council has been elected Tom Deakin with Brian Larcome elected as Vice 

Chair. Financial officers within SWT/SCC working hard to ascertain the budgets and associated debt with the 

five councils merging. It is currently uncertain how much each district is bringing. 

LCN’s - 549 responses were received and it is expected that finalised decisions will be announced around 

January time.  

Phosphate solutions are now coming forward, the first tranche being offered to social housing and those 

under 5 units. £55k per kilo of phosphate mitigation is required for the average 3 bedroom property.  
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TTC Cllr Isaacs informed all in attendance that the election of officials and procedural agreements was the 

main business discussed at the first meeting. Anyone wishing to watch the meeting will be able to do so 

online; https://democracy.somersetwestandtaunton.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=470&MId=3165   

 
SWT: No report 

 

11/05 Joint Projects with West Monkton:  

a. Maidenbrook Country Park & Somerset Wood: (R) 

Thanks was given to all that attended the Remembrance service held at the Somerset Wood. Children came 

from Nerrols, Cheddon and West Monkton, all were very well behaved. Wreaths were presented, one of 

which on was behalf of Cheddon Fitzpaine Parish Council (PC). A special thanks to Jo Pearson for organising 

the Remembrance Service with getting everyone to attend and arranging the orders of service. 

The latest work has been done to vandal-proof the forest school shelter, as unfortunately there have been 

youngsters climbing up on the roof, meaning that some of the cedars were getting damaged. Sections of 

steel have now been placed over the ridges, of which are covered with anti-vandalism paint. Recent rainfall 

has filled the pond to it’s highest level yet.  

Budget setting - need to look at the cost of setting up the charity.  

Cllrs Woollacott and Batsch met with Cllr Dixie Darch (Portfolio Holder for Climate Change) after the service 

to acknowledge the funding pledged and she had a tour around the Country Park (CP). The planting of trees 

will start again soon and residents are warmly invited to join in. 

b. Neighbourhood Plan Review: (R)  

Chairman Kelvin Tutill has now stepped down and wished to thank councillors for their support over the 

years. The revised NP has now been passed by Full the Council on 25th October 2022 and now that it has 

been made, it should last for at least a further 2 years. 

The PC asked the Clerk to thank Mr Tutill for his help and commitment.  

c. Community Fridge.  

Opening times have been changed due to some supplies being thrown around and dumped, the issue, seems 

to have now resolved itself. Funding has been awarded from the co-op –when members use their card, 

members can choose to allocate points. All of the volunteers continue to be amazing. 

Warm Hub initiative- village hall and tacchi morris will be serving the community as a warm place to go. A 

local resident has come forward to cook warm lunches for week commencing 18th December. The 

Community Café is thriving. Stay and Play session has opened at the BACH, with 30 parents in attendance at 

the first one. 

 

11/06 Cheddon Ward:  

CFPC now are the legal owners of the phone box which has been added to the asset list. Suitable 

defibrillators are being considered. The noticeboard in Upper Cheddon has been victim to the wind and has 

been badly damaged. The Clerk is sourcing quotes to refurbish.  

 

11/07  Maidenbrook Ward:  

SCC has informed the PC that the warning signs at Maidenbrook crossing will be solar-powered and the 

works order should be with the contractor by mid-November, meaning that the work can be started at the 

start of the New Year. The bus shelters have been ordered and S106 funds have been paid into the PC bank 

account.  

Residents have reported that there are some trees encroaching on properties in Summerleaze and 

Waterleaze – Dan Mancini (SWT) is investigating but is yet to confirm a solution 

Dog and waste bins on Summerleaze have not been emptied as per schedule, this has been raised with SWT 

and a credit has been requested. 

11/08 Highways:   

TM SCC reviewed the area surrounding Cheddon Fitzpaine primary school and noticed that the 30 roundels 
were faded and needed refreshing along with the junction markings near the village hall. A suggestion has 

https://democracy.somersetwestandtaunton.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=470&MId=3165
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been made to install a SLOW with yellow bar markings adjacent to the two static school warning signs and to 
replace the missing chevron on pitcher’s hill and cut back around the warning sign. It is hoped that this can 
be done by January 2023. 
SCC have suggested the possibility of reducing the speed limit to 20mph and in order to do this the PC needs 
to agree some suitable posts where the speed data can be collected. Councillors agreed that along Nerrols 
and at the top of the hill on Lyngford Lane would be the best locations. 
PCSO Wearmouth suggested that the community set up a community Speedwatch team, which would 
require a minimum of three volunteers initially. This will be communicated on facebook to ascertain interest. 
 

11/09 Planning Applications (R) 

08/22/0013 Replacement of conservatories with the erection of a single storey extension to the rear of 6 

Waterleaze, Cheddon Fitzpaine. To support 

34/22/0011 Application for Approval of Reserved Matters for the appearance, landscaping, layout and scale 

following outline approval 34/16/0007 for the northern ecological buffer, public open space, drainage and 

landscaping for 

Staplegrove West Phase 1, north of Staplegrove Road, Taunton. No comments 

 

11/10 Planning Decisions: None 

 

11/11 Reports:  

Nerrols: No headteacher has yet been appointed. Children wearing fancy dress to support Children in Need 

on Friday 18th November. 

Church The February storm brought drama, terminally damaging the tall pine tree, risking the safety of the 

cottages and road users. With emergency attention from professionals and permissions from the council 

tree officer for work in a Conservation Area, the tree was sadly taken down. A replacement has been kindly 

donated. 

Many locals helped remove the trash and some took away loads of logs. The PCC were very disappointed not 

to receive any donations for this valuable wood to help to defray the cost of £2616 for taking down the tree. 

Keeping the church open and safe costs approximately £30 per day and currently our income does not meet 

this figure. Balancing the books is a constant worry for the few members of the PCC. The future is uncertain. 

The majority of the Church’s funds comes from generous gifts from a single donor over the years. This 

money is however restricted to use in the churchyard. 

Please look out for all the Advent and Christmas events that are scheduled for December - to which 

everyone is welcome 

Cheddon school – Governors meeting next Wednesday. Continue to have challenging behaviour from the 

children, children seem to have settled in well.  

Memorial Hall: There is potentially a dangerous tree in the car park, some evidence of root lift, David Galley 

has taken a look and given immediate permission to have it removed. Annual General Meeting on the 28th 

November. 

 

11/12 Local Community Networks  

 To note that the precept will be paid in just one installment from April 2023 onwards. 

 

11/13 Free trees  

 The PC has been allocated a further 10 trees and requested permission to run a community initiative. All 

members were in support of awarding the extra trees to local residents. 

The initial 10 trees that will be donated to Nerrols will be arriving on Wednesday 23rd November, it is hoped 

that there will be a planting session that PC members can be included on.  

 

11/14 To adopt the Model Councillor Officer Protocol (R)  

The document had been circulated ahead of the meeting and it was resolved to adopt the Model Councillor 

Officer Protocol. 
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11/15  Clerk Salary (R)  
The annual salary pay review had been received by SALC. This new rate needs to be backdated to the 1st of 
April 2022. 

 It was resolved to approve the increase for the Clerk. 
 

11/16 Finance:  

a) Approval of Payments & Receipts (R)  

Payments 

To whom Description Net VAT Total Pay Date Confirmed 
on bank 
Statement 

S Millard-
Jones 

November Salary, 
Homeworking & 
Mileage, PAYE & NI 
(-NEST) 

£1,612.15 £1.35 £1,613.50 30/11/22  

Character 
Graphics 

October Newsletter £105.00 £ £105.00 15/11/22  

Benjamin 
Henry 

Forest school £847.40 £169.418 £1,016.88 15/11/22  

Royal British 
Legion 

Poppy wreath 
 

£18.50 £ £18.50 15/11/22  

 

Debit Card/Direct Debit: To note: 

To whom Description Net VAT Total Pay Date Confirmed 
on bank 
Statement 

SWS Email addresses  £36.80 £7.36 £44.16 15/11/22  

NEST Pension £89.12 £ £89.12 31/11/22  

Microsoft Monthly 
Subscription  

£9.40 £1.88 £11.28 18/11/22  

SWS Hosting Inv  £24.00 £4.80 £28.80 02/11/22  

 

Receipts: To note: 

S106 bus funds  £12,214.40 

   

 TOTAL £12,214.40 

 

Country Park 

To whom Description Net VAT Total Pay Date Confirmed 
on bank 
Statement 

       

 

It was resolved to pay the above by cheque/internet banking. 

b) Approval of the bank reconciliation (R)  

Main Account  £63,283.20  
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CIL Account  £21.45 

NSI Account  £3,123.62 

CP Account   £ 

Total   £66,428.28 

It was resolved to approve the bank reconciliation 

 

c) To consider a move from Natwest to Unity Trust Bank (R) 

To review this in the New Year. 

d) To note the VAT claim submitted  

The VAT claim had been submitted for £2,693.64. 

11/17 Matters raised by Councillors: None 

 

11/18 Correspondence: All circulated 

11/19  Community Governance Review Update (R) Confidential session to discuss legal negotiations. 
It was resolved to close the meeting to the press and members of the public in line with Public Bodies 

(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 to discuss legal proceedings surrounding the process of the CGR. 

 Cllr Isaacs left the meeting due to a conflict of interest. 
 CFPC continues to challenge the decision. 
 

11/20 Items for next agenda:  

• Defibrillator 

 

2022 Dates: 5th December.    

 

Meeting closed at 9.12pm  

    

 

 

 

  

……………………………………… 

Chair  

 

 

 


