
 

CHEDDON FITZPAINE PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES 13 SEPTEMBER 2021 1 

 

CHEDDON FITZPAINE PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at 7.00pm on on MONDAY 13th September 2021 

In the Committee Room of the Memorial Hall at Cheddon Fitzpaine TA2 8JY 

www.cfpc.co.uk  

  

Present: Parish Cllrs Webber, Woollacott, Isaacs, Batsch & West, SCC Cllrs Fothergill & Fraschini, SWT D Cllrs Cavill & 

Pritchard, NP Delivery Group Chairman K Tutill, WM Assistant Clerk Mrs T Cavill, Clerk Mrs S Millard-Jones.   

There were about 12 members of the public. 

 

09/01 To receive apologies for absence: Cllr Baker 

09/02 To receive declarations of personal/prejudicial/disclosable pecuniary interests: None. 

09/03 To approve Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 13th August 2021: It was resolved to approve the 

Minutes. 

 

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME: 

Several members of the public asked questions regarding the Country Park (CP) and the proposed development 

plans of Cheddon Village - in summary:  

Councillors made it clear to the residents that Cheddon Fitzpaine Parish Council (CFPC) are not in partnership with 

Rural Solutions (RS) or Ben Ashton and that they were unable to speak on the behalf of RS. 

CFPC are listening to the community, and it is the intention to call a meeting regarding the proposed development 

when there is new information to hand. CFPC are not in support of the planning application as it currently stands, 

but as yet there are no further plans to consider. Clear traffic management and infrastructure plans need to be made 

in order to handle such an application. CFPC will engage with RS at the point a planning application is submitted as a 

statutory consultee, feedback will be given as it has been on previous planning applications. CFPC is corporate body 

in place to represent the community. 

A suggestion put forward was to consider a extending the Conservation Area. Councillors explained that the most 

powerful vehicle for this would be through a group of residents. The Clerk will look into how CFPC may be able to 

help with this. 

 

09/04 Reports:  SCC/SWT  

Cllr Fothergill provided the following report; 

Coronavirus infection rates: As at 29th August the number of confirmed Covid cases in Somerset was 33,812 

(up from 26,526 on 25th June) and the number of Covid-attributed deaths 811. The rate per 100,000 stands 

at 459.1 (206.9) for Somerset with Mendip at 358.2 (234.5), Sedgemoor at 673.0 (195.7), South Somerset 

410.5 (214.4) and SW&T at 417.1 (187.0). The number of total deaths across the County is currently 11% 

below the 5-year average and the latest R-value for Somerset is between 0.9 and 1.2. Infection rates in 

Somerset are now amongst the highest in England. It is therefore important even for  those who have had 

both jabs to remember to observe Social Distancing and to Ventilate indoor areas at all times. 

Somerset Coronavirus Support Helpline: A single phone number continues to be available for anyone in 

Somerset who needs Coronavirus-related support. 0300 790 6275, is open seven days a week from 8am to 

6pm. 

Vaccination programme roll-out: Somerset continues to have one of the highest vaccination rates in the 

country with the latest figures showing over 94.5% of the adult population having had one dose of vaccine 

and 84.6% having had both doses. Work continues to encourage further take up particularly amongst 

younger adults and a real focus on ensuring the second vaccine to this group. 

 Local Government Reorganisation: Following the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local 

Government (MHCLG) decision to support the move to a single Unitary Council across Somerset work has 

now commenced to refine the transition and implementation programme. The four District Councils and 

Somerset County Council are working closely with MHCLG to implement the decision. A recent request from 

Government to look at a maximum of circa 85 Councillors on the new Council has also meant that a review 

of Divisional/Ward boundaries is now being undertaken. In addition, the impact of a May 2022 Unitary 

http://www.cfpc.co.uk/
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election on Town and Parish Councils (PC) who are not due to elect until 2023 is also under consideration 

with the views of these Councils being sought on the options available. It is expected that statutory orders 

will be laid before Parliament in the late Autumn and a vesting date of the new authority as April 2023. PC’s 

are being given the option to align with the 2022 elections, it is likely that if this doesn’t happen then the PC 

will bear the cost. 

Somerset Medal for Community Groups: Groups, teams and other volunteers will be presented with the 

Somerset Medal on Wednesday 15 September at Taunton Rugby Club after being recognised as some of 

Somerset’s many unsung coronavirus heroes. The Somerset Medal was launched by Somerset County 

Council to say a heartfelt thank-you to the best of the best. The first individual winners were announced on 

Somerset Day with a second round of nominations opened up to groups and teams.  

£5,000 Rural Business Grants: Grants of up to £5,000 are now available to help businesses in rural parts of 

Somerset bounce back after the coronavirus pandemic. The grants (up to 80% of project costs) are available 

to assist service businesses in rural areas to help them move forward and become more sustainable. A 

business will need to provide 20% of their own match funding. The application process is open to Sole 

Traders providing rural services, Businesses providing rural services, Town and Parish Councils; Local 

Community led organisations operating on a not-for-profit basis and are legally constituted. The fund which 

is part of the wider £6m Somerset Recovery Fund will close at 5pm on 10 September 2021. Initial 

applications will be treated on a first come, first served basis but we will need time to check eligibility and 

respond. Details and application form can be found at www.somerset.gov.uk/business-and-

economy/somerset-recovery-fund  

Afghan refugees: Somerset County Council is committed to help a scheme to house Afghans who supported 

British military and to resettle interpreters and translators. People across Somerset have been stepping 

forward to help support Afghan refugees as the crisis being played out in the international spotlight 

deepens. The Council anticipates the Government will fund a number of places for refugees with strict rules 

on the types and locations of suitable accommodation. Anyone who would like to help in anyway should 

contact resettlement@somerset.gov.uk  

Carbon Reduction: Over half of street lighting in Somerset is now eco-friendly and playing an important role 

helping the county work towards its 2030 carbon neutral target. Somerset County Council’s Highway Lighting 

Team has started to reduce its carbon footprint in the past five years thanks to the installation of LED 

lanterns in 56 per cent of street lighting stock. The LED replacements have seen a reduction in the carbon 

produced per year, down from 9,522 tonnes in 2015/16 to 3,278 tonnes in 2020/21: a reduction of 6,244 

tonnes of Co2 and resulting in a 31.75% energy saving equal to £950,00 per year. 

Care leavers guaranteed interview scheme: As part of Somerset County Council’s commitment to support 

care leavers, the council has agreed to extend its Care Leaver Guaranteed Interview Scheme to anybody who 

was in care as a child, wherever that was, and whatever their age now. This means people who have been in 

the care of a Local Authority for a significant period before the age of 16 and apply for a job with Somerset 

County Council will be guaranteed a job interview – provided they meet the essential job criteria.  

Recent Press releases: 

Pop-up Covid vaccination clinics 

Somerset campaign encourages residents and tourists to ‘think twice’ this summer 

Notice of vacancy (following the sad death of County Councillor Alan Wedderkopp) 

Covid-19 testing remains key as self-isolation rules change 

£500,000 to boost re-start and recovery 

Joint crackdown aims to put brakes on speeding motorists 

 

Cllr Fraschini provided the following report; 

The Local Plan review is available on the SWT website: 

https://www.somersetwestandtaunton.gov.uk/planning-policy/adopted-local-plans/local-plan-review-2040/  

Garden waste is back. Sheltered Housing is re-opening. 

 

 

https://www.somersetwestandtaunton.gov.uk/planning-policy/adopted-local-plans/local-plan-review-2040/
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Cllr Cavill provided the following report; 

The issue with phosphates has meant that over 2,300 homes are on hold along with over 100 planning 

applications. £400 million worth of work has been stopped. The Secretary of State is suggesting that there 

will be no imminent boundary review. 

Approved shell wraps used in Denmark & Germany are being reviewed in order to improve building 

insulation in the district. 

Monkton Heathfield 2 – the plan for 4,500 homes to be built, has not been recommended for approval due 

to the new planning policies that have been developed in the last 9 months. The Local Development 

Framework meeting has been cancelled due to the progression of the Local Plan, this is looking unlikely to 

happen before Unitary Council 2023/24. 

The lease for the Country Park is underway with SWT, along with the setting up of the sub lease to the 

charity for the future. 

The 20mph posts are going into place on the WRRR this week. Considering methods of providing a safe 

crossing facility. 

09/05 Joint Projects with West Monkton:  

Neighbourhood Plan (NP) Review:  
K Tutill gave an update on the status of the NP review; 
Ann Rhodes has appointed Lupus Consulting for the Habitat Regulations Assessment (HRA) which is required 
for the NP. Once the HRA is received, it will be scrutinised by SW&T before being sent to Natural England 
(NE) for their approval. This could take a further 3 weeks. Assuming NE give their approval, Regulation 14 
can formally be submitted to SW&T who will then take a couple of months to review, including appointing 
an independent examiner who will make the decision as to whether a referendum is needed. 

 

Maidenbrook Country Park & Somerset Wood:   

** Meeting Closed** 

The meeting was closed to discuss legal matters concerning the CP. 

**Meeting re-opened** 

During the closed session, it was resolved that CFPC cannot support the current (CP) Project Manager 

continuing in his role for Conflict of Interest (COI) reasons. Four councillors voted for and one councillor 

voted against this resolution. 

It was agreed that this COI matter needed to be discussed with West Monkton Parish Council (WMPC) to 

ensure the delivery of the CP plans. Until this matter is resolved, CFPC would need to place the delivery of 

existing ongoing projects on hold and would be unable to approve any expenditure regarding the pond. It 

was however noted that CFPC continue to support the signing of the lease for the land and the legal 

agreement binding WMPC and CFPC together on the CP. 

This resolution would be shared with the WMPC Clerk and Chair, along with the advice received from the 

Monitoring Officer on the matter.  

CFPC would then set up a meeting between all members of the CP Management Working Group with the 

Chairman from WMPC and the Chairman from CFPC. 

It was noted that the lease agreement for the CP is with Wellers Hedleys which has been agreed in principle 

with the amendment to 9.2 which will facilitate an underlease to a charity.   

09/06 Cheddon Ward: The Landslip at Upper Cheddon had been re-reported and an update had been requested. 

Somerset County Council Highways are aware of the situation and are currently in discussion with the 

landowner regarding a permanent solution. They are in the process of organising a site meeting with them. 

The Area Highways Superintendent is to make the site safer by deploying barriers and signs to better inform 

the travelling public of the danger. 

09/07 Maidenbrook Ward:    

Maidenbrook:  Clare Thackeray has made a new contact at Bovis which she is hoping will aid the pursuit of 

the adoption of the estate. The bin overflowing on Maidenbrook lane had been reported.  

Northwalls & Nerrols Grange: Ideverde have been on the estate tending to verges and various maintenance. 

Road surfacing is ongoing. 



 

CHEDDON FITZPAINE PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES 13 SEPTEMBER 2021 4 

 

Touts Local Centre: The Clerk had been contacted by Consensus who facilitated a previous presentation, 

asking if the Parish Council (PC) would be interested to see the revised plan, however this contact had then 

dissipated.  

09/08  Highways:  The 20 when lights show are now in position outside of Cheddon Primary School. All signage will 

be made visible as a priority. 

The Highways team are short staffed and don’t have a technician at present, resultantly the requested signs 

to be placed between Wickes roundabout and Yallands Hill have not yet been ordered. The Clerk will follow 

this up ahead of the October meeting. 

WRR: A3259: The signage for 20mph and 7.5 tonne weight limit on Yallands Hill are due to go in place week 

commencing 13th September. 

Nerrols School/Summerleaze Crescent: No update 

CMC Roundabout ownership/sponsorship: Lucille Simms has now responded to an email from April 

regarding the website. They are in the process of developing the website which will contain all information 

relating to advertising on roundabouts.  At the moment, it’s still in development (in beta testing). A meeting 

with the ICT team is due to take place for an update on the site and then it is hoped that an expression of 

interest form will become available for completion very soon.  A meeting is due to take place to discuss 

ongoing maintenance arrangements for those roundabouts which are currently unoccupied by District 

sponsorship agreements.  This will be a short meeting as a prelude to arranging separate district meetings 

the following week; namely to determine who should be invited and to set a rough agenda.  The district 

meetings will include the Area Service Manager who covers that area, as well as their district colleagues who 

manage this area of work.   

Road Closures: No report 

09/09 Planning Applications: 

08/21/0016 Conversion of garage and derelict barn to 1 No. holiday let with associated parking at Rowford 

Cottage, Lyngford Lane, Cheddon Fitzpaine – no objections 

08/21/0021 Erection of a single storey extension to the rear of 32 Summerleaze Crescent, Cheddon 

Fitzpaine, (retention of part works already undertaken) - no objections 

09/10 Planning Decisions:  

Appeal (08/20/0006) LAND TO THE WEST OF BROOK VIEW, TUDOR PARK PRIORSWOOD, TAUNTON, TA2 

8TD- Erection of 1 No. single storey dwelling with detached garage on land to the west of Brook View, Tudor 

Park, Maidenbrook – The Developer is appealing against this decision. - Dismissed 

09/11 Reports: Church, Cheddon School, Memorial Hall, Footpaths:  

Cheddon Church: report that Little Seedlings has continued to grow and thrive during the Summer – spaces 

are available for anyone looking for support / community baby and toddler group. There was an outdoor 

service on Sunday 29th August for Climate change awareness and the church reported that it was great to 

see so many people from the community join in. The next Church events are the Harvest Service at 11am at 

Cheddon Church on the 19th of September with a ploughman’s roll and refreshments after the service. Also, 

on the 19th of September at 10am there is an Animal service at Tetton Farm Kingston St Mary - TA2 8HY.  

Book club is thriving and meets on the last Friday of each month at Reverend Tracey Hallet’s home address 

along with the Take 5 community group. 

The Wednesday Walks have continued throughout the summer holidays, although community breakfasts are 

yet to return. The Church continues to build back after the pandemic with covid measures still in place and 

the gradual increase in the number of services in the church building in the next few months. Plans are afoot 

for Remembrance and Christmas but always in the understanding that things might change because of covid. 

Cheddon School: The PC had been contacted by a teacher at Cheddon School requesting a supporting 

document to help with a funding application. The PC requested further information, but the application had 

to be submitted before this could be done. The bubbles have now gone along with the staggered start and 

finish times. An application for funding has been made through Hinkley Point to convert some outside space 

into a car park. 

Memorial Hall: There are a lot of hirers returning including some weddings. Fundraiser tickets are selling 

steadily. 
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Footpaths: reported overgrowth recycling centre to railway line. Hedge outside of the Medical Centre. Path 

along the canal. Ian Brimacombe is keen to set up a litter picking group. The Clerk will get access to the litter 

picking kit in order to help. 

09/12 Administration: The Clerk will make contact with the Cheddon village resident who has offered to replace 

the front of the village noticeboard. 

Website: Between 1st to 31st August, traffic down by 25% with 373 sessions versus 538 in July. Country Park 

page duration increased by 7 seconds versus the previous month. The Annual Leave Policy, HR Committee 

Terms Of Reference, Model Publication Scheme & Anti-Fraud & Corruption policies have been placed onto 

the website, along with the North Taunton Partnership Annual Report 

Review of Audit Actions: It was resolved to adopt the Training & Development & Privacy Notice. 

Parish Clerk: 

Meetings: SCC Bus Back Better 8th Sep.  General feedback offered was that earlier and later buses and 

enhanced availability at weekends, cheaper and simplified fares. Improvement of timetables would make the 

buses more accessible and useable. Additional bus routes, wider network connectivity. Attendees were 

asked for input as to whether an app would be useful. Feedback session – requested cheaper tickets, 

concessions before 9.30am, family tickets, greater availability in rural areas. First draft Bus Service 

Improvement Plan (BSIP) to be put in front of SCC 22nd September, this will then go to public consultation 

late September. BSIP to be submitted in October with completion for April 2022.  Copy of presentation given 

and menti results will be shared week commencing 13th September.  

Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) working group commences on the 15th September and will continue 

to meet fortnightly. The invitation to the  A358 Southfields being held on the 23rd September 6-8pm – Rugby 

Club had been circulated amongst councillors. There will be an online Recycle More briefing 7th October 6-

8pm which the Clerk will attend. 

09/13  Finance: VAT claim had been submitted for CP account £2,878.32. VAT claim for CFPC £174.50. 

NatWest:   

NS&I:  The Clerk had sent a further letter requesting confirmation that the account holder and 

correspondence address had been amended. 

Bank Reconciliation to 31st August 2021: Main Account  £ 40,322.32. CIL Account £2,862.93. NSI Account 

£3,123.31. CP Account  £45,446.06 

Payments for Authorisation:  

 

Payments 

To whom Description Net VAT Total Pay Date Confirmed 
on bank 
Statement 

S Millard-Jones August Salary £753.37 £ £753.37 30/09/21  

S Millard-Jones Homeworking 
& Mileage 

£36.00 £1.80 £37.80 30/09/21  

HMRC PAYE & NI £199.69 £ £199.69 30/09/21  

Phoenix 
Windows 

Bus shelter 
clean 

£10.00 £ £10.00 15/09/21  

       

  £999.06 £1.80 £1,000.86   

 

Debit Card/Direct Debit: To note:  

To whom Description Net VAT Total Pay Date Confirmed 
on bank 
Statement 

Somerset 
Web 
Services 

Email 
addresses Inv 
108688 

£32.20 £6.44 £38.64 02/09/21  
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NEST Pension £31.57 £ £31.57 10/09/21  

Microsoft Monthly 
Subscription 
Inv 19/09/21 

£9.40 £1.88 £11.28 1/09/21  

Somerset 
Web 
Services 

Hosting Inv 
108662 

£22.00 £4.40 £26.40 25/09/21  

 

Receipts: To note: 

   

Bank Interest – Aug  £0.03 

 TOTAL £0.03  

 

It was resolved to pay the above by cheque/internet banking  

09/14 Matters raised by Councillors: None 

09/15 Items for next agenda: The Clerk to look into cost of Remembrance Wreath for the CP Service and engaging 

with the services of a lengthsman. 

 

Next Parish Council meeting:   

MONDAY 11th October 2021 at 7.00pm at Cheddon Fitzpaine Memorial Hall.  

 

Meeting closed:  21.45pm 

    

 

 

 

  

……………………………………… 

 

Chair  

 

 

 

 


