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CHEDDON FITZPAINE PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at 7.00pm on on MONDAY 11TH October 2021 

In the Committee Room of the Memorial Hall at Cheddon Fitzpaine TA2 8JY 

www.cfpc.co.uk  

  

Present: Parish Cllrs Webber, Woollacott, Isaacs, Baker, Batsch & West, SCC Cllr Fraschini, SWT D Cllrs Cavill, NP 

Delivery Group Chairman K Tutill, WM Assistant Clerk Mrs T Cavill, Clerk Mrs S Millard-Jones.   

There were about 10 members of the public. 

 

10/01 To receive apologies for absence: Cllrs Pritchard and Fothergill.  

10/02 To receive declarations of personal/prejudicial/disclosable pecuniary interests: None. 

10/03 To approve Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 13th September 2021: It was resolved to approve 

the Minutes. 

 

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME: 

Questions received; Had the previous Country Park (CP) Project Manager resigned and if not, why not? 

It was confirmed that Alan Hall was no longer the CP Project Manager and Cllrs explained that West Monkton PC 

works as a separate entity to CF PC and therefore it was not up to them how it was managed at WM PC but went on 

to explain that although it seemed as though CF PC hadn’t reacted quickly, they had in fact responded as quickly as 

possible in line with protocol. 

 

10/04 Reports:  SCC/SWT  

Cllr Fraschini provided the following report; 

Coronavirus infection rates: As of 30th September, the number of confirmed Covid cases in Somerset was 
42,800 (26.6% up from 33,812 on 29th August) and the number of Covid-attributed deaths 839. The rate per 
100,000 stands at 320.2 (459.1) for Somerset with Mendip at 379.8 (358.2), Sedgemoor at 292.3 (673.0), 
South Somerset 298.2 (410.5) and SW&T at 321.7 (417.1). The number of total deaths across the County is 
currently 15% below the 5-year average and the latest R-value for Somerset is between 0.7 and 0.9. 
Infection rates in Somerset continue to be high. It is therefore important even for those who have had both 
jabs to remember to observe Social Distancing and to Ventilate indoor areas at all times. 
Somerset Coronavirus Support Helpline: A single phone number continues to be available for anyone in 
Somerset who needs Coronavirus-related support. 0300 790 6275, is open seven days a week from 8am to 
6pm. 
Vaccination programmes roll-out: Somerset continues to have one of the highest vaccination rates in the 
country with the latest figures showing over 95% of the adult population having had one dose of vaccine and 
90.2% having had both doses. Work is now focusing on Children aged 12-15 years old via the school’s 
immunization service and the third booster jab which is due 6 months 
after the second. 
Local Government Reorganisation: Following the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local 
Government (MHCLG) decision to support the move to a single Unitary Council across Somerset the 
transition programme, lead teams and governance structure have been agreed by the five current Councils. 
On 17th September the Councils responded to the Governments request to look at possible ward boundary 
changes with a maximum of 85 Unitary Councillors being elected. Whilst a number of options were 
presented it was almost universally felt that these gave sub-optimal outcomes at such an important stage. A 
cross-party and cross-authority request was therefore also submitted requesting more time, more flexibility 
in the warding parameters and involvement of the Local Govt Boundary Commission ahead of a Unitary 
election. It is still expected that statutory orders will be laid before Parliament in the late Autumn and a 
vesting date of the new authority as April 2023. 
Somerset LGR Conference: The first Town, Parish and City conference focussing on Local Government Re-
organisation in Somerset is due to take place on 7th October with over 100 different Councils already signed 
up to attend. The one day conference will give Councils the opportunity to hear first-hand the transition 
programme and input their own thought on how the move to a Unitary structure could develop. 

http://www.cfpc.co.uk/
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Somerset Youth Parliament: Somerset’s Youth Parliament is seeking nominations from young people aged 
11 to 18 wishing to become a Member of Youth Parliament (MYP). Nationally, over 300 elected 
representatives work with central and local government to make sure young people’s voices are heard. 
Supported by Somerset County Council, Somerset MYPs campaign on a range of issues, advise represent, 
give grants and are consulted by decision makers. 11- to 18-year-olds who live in or attend school or college 
in Somerset can put themselves forward to be the county’s next MYPs. To do this, they should complete a 
short online form available here www.somerset.gov.uk/myp by Friday 5 November. Elections and voting will 
take place in December 2021 with newly elected MYPs taking up office on 1 March 2022 and serving a two-
year term. 
Young People’s views on climate change: 11 to 18-year-olds in Somerset are invited to attend two virtual 
events in October to help shape Somerset County Council’s Climate Emergency Strategy. Somerset Youth 
Parliament is running two free sessions via Zoom on Monday 11 and Monday 18 October, 6.15pm to 8pm, to 
learn more about the county’s plans, listen to key speakers including Rebecca Pow MP (Parliamentary Under 
Secretary of State at the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs) and have an opportunity to 
ask questions and contribute their own thoughts and ideas. To book a place at one of the virtual events 
email Kate Darlington at: kdarlington@somerset.gov.uk 
Applications for school places 2022: For all children moving from primary to secondary school, or middle to 
upper school, in September 2022 applications for secondary school places opened on 13th September 2021 
and must be submitted before Sunday 31 October 2021. All children starting school for the first time in 
September 2022, as well as those moving between infant and junior or first and 
middle school applications must be submitted between Monday 27 September 2021 and Saturday 15 
January 2022. www.somerset.gov.uk/admissions 
National Award (1): SCC has won a prestigious national award in recognition of its ground-breaking work in 
supporting the set-up microbusinesses. Leading local government publication the MJ awarded Somerset an 
achievement award in the Delivering Better Outcomes category, for its Community Micro-enterprise project. 
This supports Micro-providers who then provide help and support on the ground in local communities for 
people who need it. 
National Award (2): Ann Adams, Service Manager at Somerset County Council’s Support Services for 
Education (SSE), was a finalist in the outstanding lead governance professional category at the National 
Governance Association’s (NGA) Outstanding Governance Awards 2021.The category recognises individuals 
leading and managing governance across several schools. 
 

Cllr Cavill provided the following report; 

There will be a Special Full Council Meeting on 19th October regarding the Community Governance Review 

which is required in order to consider the creation of Taunton Town Council due to Taunton town centre 

currently being unparished. The working party that was set up in March 2021, now have three proposals to 

put forward; 

1. Make a town council of the unparished area – relatively straightforward and requires around 6 weeks 

consultation. However, this requires the electoral role to be set up ahead of this point. 

2. To conduct a Community Governance Review of the Unparished Area of Taunton completing in January 

2022, with a view to the creation of a parish or parishes and council to serve that area with effect from 1 

April 2022. 

3. To commence a Community Governance Review only of the Unparished Area of Taunton, with a view to 

potentially widening the scope and geographical area of the review before a determination of the Initial 

Review is made at a Special Full Council in January 2022. 

There is reasonable certainty that there will be an election in 2022 and a boundary review in 2023. 

The above options carry some risks and may see the abolition of some smaller parish councils, one of these 

may be Cheddon Fitzpaine and the formation of Local Community Networks should be considered. 

 

10/05 Joint Projects with West Monkton:  

Maidenbrook Country Park & Somerset Wood:   

Alan Hall has stepped down as Project Manager for the CP. It was proposed and resolved that Cllr Mike 

Batsch would step into the CP Project Manager role. 
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The CP Management Group recommended that the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) should be 

agreed and shared with Rural Solutions/Ben Ashton. This matter was deferred to the November meeting for 

further discussion. 

It was reported that work has begun on the forest school, the ground has been levelled and the steel frames 

have been concreted in, ready for the main timber structure. The tepee style shelter can’t be completed as 

quickly as first intended due to the cedar shingles that were due to go on the roof, these need to undergo a 

flame retardant treatment that can only take place in an industrial environment. 

A statement of best value had been shared with all councillors ahead of the meeting which was a summary 

of costs so far. It was resolved to approve this statement of best value. 

It is expected that the work on the wildlife pond will commence mid-November, with completion of mid-

December, although this is weather dependent and with the exception of the coir matting that won’t go in 

until March. 

It was proposed to authorise the deposit payment of £17,361.00 excluding VAT from the grant money 

received from SCC Climate Emergency Fund for the wildlife pond. It was resolved to approve this payment. 

Funds were requested from CF PC to incur the additional cost for the galvanised brackets required for the 

wildlife pond totalling £184.60. This would be shared 50/50 with WM PC. It was resolved to approve this 

expenditure and that the clerk would request an invoice from WM PC for their share of the £184.60. 

The specification of the original wildlife pond had to be changed since the application of the grant, meaning 

a shortfall of funds of £8,085.72 including VAT of £1,347.62 that can be reclaimed, this total amount would 

be again shared with WM PC 50/50 and therefore it was resolved to approve the additional expense of 

£4,042.86 - £3,369.05 excluding VAT. 

Jo Pearson who is the Volunteer Co-ordinator of the Somerset Wood has organised a Remembrance Day 

Service at 2pm on Thursday 11th November. Attendees include David Fothergill, Royal British Legion 

members, a bugler, standard bearers, Taunton Town Mayor, Cllr Hazel Prior-Sankey (SWT Chair) along with 

the three local primary schools – Nerrols, Cheddon and West Monkton. Particular notice will be given to 

Private Gulliford and William Bruford who grew up on the estate. 

Alan Hall has acquired 400 bluebell bulbs free of charge which will be planted as soon as volunteers are 

available. 

Hazel Prior-Sankey and the Reverend Adrian Prior-Sankey were in attendance at the CP and mentioned a 

giant memorial poppy that was completed in 2018 that has been on tour that encompasses all names of the 

British fallen soldiers, it is hoped that this may be accommodated within the Somerset Wood. 

Both WM and CF PC’s are awaiting the lease to be agreed by SWT, but the original date of signing has now 

passed, this may be due to a new appointment within SWT. The draft Joint Arrangement arranged by the 

solicitors was discussed, but it was felt that this matter needed to be deferred to the November meeting 

along with the Terms of Reference that had been circulated regarding the CP Management Working Group. 

Neighbourhood Plan (NP) Review: K Tutill gave an update on the status of the NP review; 
Ann Rhodes (SWT) received the report from Lepus Consulting regarding the Habitat Regulations Assessment 
(HRA) and the (Strategic Environmental Assessment) SEA that were required. Lepus are suggesting that the 
best outcome is that the wording in the Neighbourhood Plan in relation to the HRA will have no impact on 
the integrity of any European site either alone or in combination. The Lepus report has been shared with 
Environmental Agency, Natural England, Historic England for consultation and it is expected that any 
response will have a low risk to affecting the submission to regulation 16. It is expected that the submission 
can be made by the end of October. It was resolved to approve the submission to regulation 16. 

 

10/06 Cheddon Ward: The waste bin overflowing had been reported. The Clerk was pleased to report that the 

clearing of the vegetation that had been obscuring the signage on the approach to the primary school had 

been done and that the new signs are to be installed next week warning of pedestrians walking down the 

road before the school. 

The landslip had been followed up with Gwynn Hughes at Highways, who had reported that although she 

was aware of the issues and that the works order had been submitted to the contractors, it will be delayed 

due to Covid-19 and staff shortages, which is having an impact on the smaller non-urgent schemes, such as 

this one. 
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Members of the public at the October meeting had been enquiring with reference to setting up a 

Conservation Group, the Clerk had spoken to WM Conservation Group and put them in touch with one 

another. 

Residents had made enquiries about the availability of the Rural Solutions data; it appears as though this is 

not going to be made available until the planning application has been submitted. 

Residents had contacted the clerk requesting some form of making the road safer for parents and children to 

use. It was noted that most methods of making the road safer require huge amounts of funding that have 

not been supported by highways, however it would continue to form the S106 monies expenditure with local 

developers. 

Another option requested was additional pavements around the school and a mirror in the hedge that would 

improve visibility. It was reported that a pavement proves as a challenge, not only financially (estimated at 

circa £250,000) but also as a physical possibility due to the size of the existing road. Zig zag lines were also an 

option put forward, it was felt that due to the restrictions and regulations that wouldn’t be possible. The 

Clerk reported that she would consult with Kate Brown at highways regarding a previous plan that had been 

discussed with residents, the possibility of a virtual walkway and potential siting of a mirror.   

 

10/07 Maidenbrook Ward: Lamp posts are being identified for the siting of the additional speed randalls between 

Wickes and Priorswood Road. Highways are in the process of obtaining where the responsibility lies with 

overgrown vegetation and roadside weeds along Nerrols Drive and within the Summerleaze estate. 

Maidenbrook: The formal adoption has been stalled while the developers work to resolve an encroachment 
issue.  Kate Hicks who is the Asset Manager will inform SWT legal team on any progress, as liability for this 
section is not to be passed to SWT under open space as it is not within the developer’s gift at the moment to 
give full, free vacant possession. Clare Thackeray has been seconded to a role in the Housing Directorate for 
12 months and plans to update the PC as and when news becomes available. 
The Clerk had been contacted by some residents regarding the provision of a crossing between Tudor Park 
and Maidenbrook Lane. A petition has been put together and signed by approximately 60 residents. It was 
explained that although this is a Highways provision as opposed to a parish council, it is ultimately 
supported.  
Cllr Fraschini (SCC) explained that there are two issues that need to be addressed. A 20mph flashing light 
was considered around school hours and this will be followed up. It is unlikely that a crossing will be 
provided due to the other crossing in place further down the road, but also because everyone should be 
expected to take the route through Waterleaze estate. It was suggested that this route should be shared 
with residents through the newsletter. The Clerk will follow up the possibility of the crossing with Kate 
Brown. 
Northwalls & Nerrols Grange: Reported waste and dog waste bins overflowing in Northwalls Grange play 

area. The Clerk had found a new contact James Nunn who had been emailed for a follow up regarding the 

maintenance of the park. No response received at the time of the meeting.  

Touts Local Centre: No update 

10/08  Highways:  No update 

WRR: A3259: No update 

Grit bins: reported the status and need for refilling along with the fact that a lot of the grit was very old. 

Road Closures: Temporary Road Closure: ttro459656 - Church Lane, Kingston St. Mary. 18th October 

2021 and last for 3 days to enable Somerset Highways to carry out local drainage works. 

10/09 Planning Applications: None 

10/10 Planning Decisions: None 

10/11 Reports:  

Cheddon Church: Reverend Tracey Hallett will be finishing in the parish on 26th December.  She has been 

successful in her recent application to the post of Rector of the Benefice of South Petherton with the 

Seavingtons and the Lambrooks.   

Emma Booker has been recruited to be the leader of Little Seedlings who will have the support of Corinne 

Mcmaylor who is the church kay pastoral assistant.  The group will continue to run on Mondays 1:30-3:15 at 

the Memorial Hall. It is hoped that there will be carols at Nerrols with a brass band on 18 December but all 

to be confirmed at the moment. 
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There will be two Christingle services - one on 7th December at 7pm at the memorial hall and the other at 

Nerrols school, details of which are yet to be confirmed.  

The Parish Council wishes to thank Reverend Tracey Hallett for her commitment and hard work over the last 

few years. 

Cheddon School: Pupils have returned to school and the lack of bubbles is making socialising and learning 

more cohesive. The current process is that when children test positive then they must take a PCR test and 

isolate if that result is positive, then they must stay at home. 

Memorial Hall: The fundraiser was a huge success and £770 was raised. September was the first month in 

which income exceeded expenditure since Covid restrictions were introduced. 

Footpaths: No update as Ian Brimacombe is back to working full time now that the racecourse has reopened 

fully. 

10 /12 Administration: At the October PC meeting, the services of a lengthsman were discussed, the Clerk had 

spoken with SWT and explained to Councillors the set-up of such services to the PC. This is something that 

can be reviewed as and when required. 

Website: Between 1st to 30th September traffic down by 14% with 161 sessions versus 373 in August.  

Social media: A358 update. Recycle More coming in November. Recycle More – keep the date. SCC Dial a 

Ride. Somerset Water Forum. 

SWT offer of free trees: It was decided that theses would not be used anywhere within the parish. 

Review of Audit Actions: None 

Parish Clerk: Annual Leave Thursday Friday 28/29th October – half term 

Meetings: Recycle More Update – Encourage residents to save the date as can be difficult to remember with 

it going to 3 weekly collections. Some areas will also benefit from an additional week at some point 

throughout the year. So far, those trialling the blue bag have found the size sufficient. A small proportion of 

16% have found it to be too small, there is an option for bigger households to request a second blue bag if 

required. The emphasis remains that this should encourage everyone to make smarter choices regarding the 

packing of the products that they purchase. 

10/13  Finance: CP Vat claim of £2,878.32 transferred to CP account. 

PKF – Completion of Audit 2020-21 Further information requested from PKF Littlejohn regarding variances 

and staff costs and precept. It was resolved to note the following comments from the external auditor: 

‘Information received from the smaller authority indicates that the figure in Section 2, Box 9 for the current 

year has been calculated incorrectly and should read £12,942. The smaller authority has confirmed that it has 

not complied with the governance assertion in Section 1, Box 2, but it has provided the appointed auditor 

with an adequate explanation for non-compliance and details of the actions necessary to address 

weaknesses identified.  

To approve Burial Grant payment to Parochial Church Council of £320: It was resolved to approve the 

transfer of the £320 burial grant to Cheddon Village Church.  

To approve the cost of a Remembrance Wreath: It was resolved to purchase a wreath at the cost of £18.50. 

To note remaining CIL funds and deadlines: Total of £2,841.74 - £192.28 Oct 2022 remaining October 2024 

NatWest:   

NS&I:  The Clerk confirmed that the new Clerk details had been updated on the account. 

Bank Reconciliation to 30th September 2021: Main Account £ 56,823.53. CIL Account £2,862.93. NSI Account  

£3,123.31. CP Account £48,324.38. Total £111,134.20. 

 

Payments for Authorisation:  

 

Payments 

To whom Description Net VAT Total Pay Date Confirmed 
on bank 
Statement 

S Millard-Jones October Salary £753.37 £ £753.37 29/10/21  
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S Millard-Jones Homeworking & 
Mileage 

£42.00 £3 £45.00 29/10/21  

HMRC PAYE & NI £199.69 £ £199.69 29/10/21  

Character 
Graphics 

Newsletter £74.00 £ £74.00 13/10/21  

PKF Littlejohn 
LLP 

External Audit £200.00 £40.00 £240.00 13/10/21  

SWT Dog bins £504.00 £100.80 £604.80 13/10/21  

Western 
Fabrications 

Brackets for the 
pond 
construction 

£184.60 £36.92 £221.52 13/10/21  

  £1,957.66 £180.72 £2,138.38   

 

Debit Card/Direct Debit: To note:  

To whom Description Net VAT Total Pay Date Confirmed 
on bank 
Statement 

Somerset Web 
Services 

Email addresses 
Inv 108688 

£32.20 £6.44 £38.64 02/10/21  

NEST Pension £63.14 £ £63.14 10/10/21  

Microsoft Monthly 
Subscription Inv 
19/09/21 

£9.40 £1.88 £11.28 1/10/21  

Somerset Web 
Services 

Hosting Inv 
108662 

£22.00 £4.40 £26.40 25/10/21  

 

Receipts: To note: 

   

Bank Interest – Sep  £0.02 

Parish Grant  £520.00 

Precept  £17,713.10 

 TOTAL £18,2323.13  

 

It was resolved to pay the above by cheque/internet banking  

10/14 Matters raised by Councillors: None 

10/15 Items for next agenda:  

 

Next Parish Council meeting:   

MONDAY 9th November 2021 at 7.00pm at Cheddon Fitzpaine Memorial Hall.  

 

Meeting closed:  21.49pm 

    

 

 

 

  

……………………………………… 

 

Chair  
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