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CHEDDON FITZPAINE PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held at 7.00pm on Monday 10th May 2021 

In the Committee Room of the Memorial Hall at Cheddon Fitzpaine TA2 8JY. 

www.cfpc.co.uk 

  

Present: Parish Cllrs Webber, Woollacott, Isaacs, Batsch, West & Baker; SCC Cllr Fraschini, WM Cllr Hall, WM 

Assistant Clerk Mrs T Cavill, NP Delivery Group Chairman K Tutill, Clerk Mrs S Millard-Jones.  1 member of the 

public. 

 

It was noted that the meeting was recorded. 

 

1. To minute that a quorum is present (quorum is 3) 

All parish councillors were present. The meeting was quorate. 

2. Election of Chairman/Vice required:  Local Authority Act 2020.  (election to take place May 2021) 

Cllr Webber was elected Chairman. Cllr Woollacott was elected as Vice-Chair. It was resolved that all were in 

agreement. 

3. To receive apologies for absence:  

SWT D Cllrs Pritchard, & Cavill. 

4. To receive declarations of personal/prejudicial/disclosable pecuniary interests/to review Register of 

Interest.  

None 

5. To approve Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 12 April 2021 

It was resolved to approve the Minutes. 

 

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME: None 

 

6. Reports:  SCC/SWT  

SCC Fraschini: 

Road map out of lockdown: From 17th May most legal restrictions on meeting others outdoors will be lifted 

– although gatherings of over 30 people will remain illegal. Indoors, the Rule of 6 or 2 households will apply. 

Most businesses but those in the highest risk sectors will be able to reopen including indoor hospitality. 

Venues will not have to serve a substantial meal with alcoholic drinks; nor will there be a curfew. Customers 

will, however, have to order, eat and drink while seated. Other locations to open include indoor 

entertainment such as cinemas and children’s play areas; hotels, hostels, B&Bs, indoor adult group sports 

and exercise classes. Up to 30 people will be able to attend weddings, receptions, and wakes, as well as 

funerals. The final step of the road map is scheduled for June 21st. 

Covid Update: As of 30th April the number of cases has risen to 20,272 which is an increase since the 1st 

April. As of 30th April, there were a total of 796 Covid attributed deaths. Rate per 100,000 was 13.7 in 

Somerset. Somerset West & Taunton at 11.6. Current R is 0.7-1.1. Covid helpline remains in operation: 

03007906275 8am – 6pm. 

Vaccination programme roll-out: Somerset has one of the highest vaccination rates in the country with the 

latest figures showing 324,147 having received at least their first vaccination or 70% of the 16+ population. 

In addition, 151,528 have received their second dose. Take up rates across the County of the first dose 

remains very high. 

 

http://www.cfpc.co.uk/
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One Somerset: The government’s public consultation (the only guaranteed way for the public to have a say) 

into changing the way local councils work in Somerset ended on the 19th April. For more information visit:  

www.onesomerset.org.uk 

Motorcycle Road Safety: Somerset County Council’s road safety team, have launched Raise your Ride, an 

exciting new initiative for motorcyclists who make up only c.1-2% of traffic, but represent c.21-23% of all 

road casualties in the UK. The next Raise your Ride events are in Wellington on Sunday 23 May, Frome on 

Sunday 20 June and Yeovil on Sunday 5 September. The cost for the day is £45 per person. For more 

information visit www.somersetroadsafety.org/page/raise-your-ride/124/ 

Primary School places:  This year more than 98 per cent of Somerset children were offered a primary school 

place at one of their top three choices, the County Council’s latest school admission figures show. Of the 

5,365 primary school applications received this year: 1st preference met – 94.58 per cent (5,074 

applications), 2nd preference – 3.37 per cent (181 applications) and 3rd preference – 0.56 per cent (30 

applications). 

Care provider support: Somerset County Council have agreed an additional £8.6 million package for 2021/22 

for Care providers to help them mitigate against the financial impact of the Covid-19 pandemic. The total 

includes a £4.5 million substantive fee increase, and a £4.1m additional one-off 3% Covid supplement paid as 

a lump sum at the beginning of the financial year to help providers with cash flow. 

Kickstart work placements: Somerset County Council has partnered with local employers to offer 50 six-

month work placements through the Kickstart Programme, and the vacancies are now live. There are a 

variety of placements available that could lead to permanent jobs including laboratory stewards, engineering 

assistants, teaching assistants, business administration roles, grounds assistants, Young People’s Champions 

and more. The Kickstart Programme offers young people aged 16-24 who are claiming Universal Credit the 

chance to land a six-month work placement, paid at national minimum wage for 25 hours per week. Details 

are available through the Young Persons work coach at their local job centre. 

Priorswood Road: The entire length of Priorswood Road has seen the speed limit reduce from 40mph to 

30mph. 

Nerrols Primary School 20mph Zone: Nerrols Drive recently had its speed limit reduced to 30mph to 

improve safety in and around the school. When the lights are in operation during drop off times, the limit is 

20mph. 

Crossing by Maidenbrook Lane: Somerset County Council have committed to install a 20mph Zone to reduce 

the speed limit once the new Western Relief Road is complete. This will be a short-term solution, with a 

longer-term solution being drawn up to include extending THE footpath towards Yallands Hill in the future. 

Discussions would need to take place with West Monkton and Cheddon Fitzpaine Parish Council’s about 

possible access through Maidenbrook Country Park once their plans for the park are approved.  

Maidenbrook Lane: SCC are reviewing the diversion due to the concerns raised by residents. Several cars 

have been damaged and there are huge concerns for people’s safety. 

 

There was a discussion around the issues with the traffic diversion (running through Cheddon Village), and 

the concerns of safety around Cheddon Primary School. It was noted that the lights had been re-configured 

at Creech Castle to ease the congestion. All Councillors agreed that they would continue to work with West 

Monkton Parish Council and the District Council to manage the situation. It was considered favourable to try 

to get the 20mph signs to be installed outside of Cheddon Primary School sooner than the original date of 

August 2021. 

 

 SWT Cavill: Cllr Cavill was unable to attend, but shared the following report; 

Covid 19 grants of over £9 million have been issued on the Restart grants. Any businesses requiring these 

grants are urged to contact SWT. Following the Queens Counsel opinion the DC’s have decided to proceed 

with a postal vote to consider the Stronger Somerset and the One Somerset proposals. 

SWT Executive have made some changes with a new portfolio holder for Climate Emergency; Dixie Darch 

and Caroline Ellis taking the Culture role.   

http://www.onesomerset.org.uk/


 

3 
 

 There will be four new car charging points installed at Deane House, Blackbrook, Minehead and Dulverton. 

Cllr Baker noted the following changes: Annual Full Council instrumented the change to the Scrutiny 

Executive, splitting into two committees; Policy Scrutiny and Community Scrutiny. The Audit Governance & 

Standards has been split into Audit & Governance and Standards Committee. Hazel Prior-Sankey was 

confirmed as Chair of the Council, and Richard Lees as Vice-Chair. 

 

7. Joint Projects with West Monkton: Open Session:   

Maidenbrook Country Park & Somerset Wood:  Thanks was given to everyone for their attendance on 

Saturday where the retired clerk had been surprised with a tree presentation. Councillors had donated their 

own money and collected enough for a Sorbus Aucuparia tree and a plaque to commemorate Jo Pearson’s 

hard work and commitment over the last ten years. 

A flagpole had been erected in time for the display of the Somerset Flag on Somerset Day. The drawings for 

the pond and the forest school have been completed - planning should be submitted in the next week or so. 

The pond will go under the umbrella of landscaping and so will not require planning permission, however the 

forest school will. The labyrinth submission for planning will be submitted at the same time, this is separate 

to the existing grant application. Alan Hall will work with the Clerk on the grant application/planning and 

project management. 

There will be a presentation on May 17th which has been agreed to all members of SWT, which has been 

approved by Dawn Adey, Rebecca Miller and Chris Hall. A statement will be read out at the start by Chris Hall 

to raise awareness that although other applications will be taking place, this particular presentation only 

refers to the Country Park. 

c. Neighbourhood Plan Review:  Having served Regulation 14, the deadline for comments has passed. Some 

comments received were from; Creech St Michael PC, Natural England, Canal & River Trust, Redrow, 

Persimmon & SWT. WM & CF Clerks are working through the comments with the intention to share 

informally with Ann Rhodes. An interesting response from Ann Rhodes regarding phosphates, where she has 

suggested that an HRA (Habitats Risk Assessment) will be required before Regulation 15 can be served on 

the council. This would need to go to Natural England (NE), but there is no timescale commitment for NE to 

respond. The intention is to work through the comments and then await a response from NE reference to 

the HRA. Following on from that, the plan is to make any required amendments, serve formal notice on SWT 

who would then make any comments, changes may be made as a result, then onto an independent 

examiner and then potentially onto referendum. 

d. Somerset Climate Emergency Community Fund 2020-21 Bid: The agreement has been circulated and 

comments have been returned to SWT. 

8. Cheddon Ward:  

Cheddon & West Monkton Film Club: According to the ‘Road Map’ C & WM FC should be able to meet again 

as from May 17th, just a few days from their usual May meeting on the Friday 21st. As this would normally be 

their last meeting before the summer-break, they have decided to be ultra-cautious and abandon any 

further meetings until the Autumn when they hope to restart on October 15th- fingers crossed! They should 

be able to confirm this when the Autumn programme is circulated later in the summer. The Clerk had shared 

the BBC Somerset radio piece on Yallands Hill road closure. The Clerk had contacted highways to share the 

numerous residents’ complaints regarding the diversion of traffic through Cheddon village. 

 9. Maidenbrook Ward:    

Maidenbrook: There continue to be ongoing issues regarding the adoption of the Maidenbrook 

development. The issues with street light ownership is slowly getting ironed out, but as the agreement was 

due to be signed, further issues were identified meaning that there could be a 12 month delay.  

Northwalls Grange: Barratt David Wilson Homes: Play Area: Turf has been laid in the play area, and it is 

nearing completion. David Wilson has been contacted for confirmation on completion dates – awaiting a 

response. All residents living along NG received a letter on Friday 7th informing them that they wouldn’t be 

able to move cars on or off their drives for the first three days of the following week 10th May – 13th May, 
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which has raised some concerns with regards to deliveries etc, but overall, residents are pleased to see that 

the road surfacing is finally going to be improved.  

Nerrols Grange: No update 

Touts Local Centre, Nerrols: No further updates. Last comments added 2nd March, which were shared at the 

April meeting. 

Nerrols Farm/Farmhouse:  Nothing much to report at this time as ecological surveys are in the process of 

being undertaken. 

Canal: To note that the responses received under Regulation 14 for the Neighbourhood Plan had uncovered 

interest from The Canal and River Trust to work together on a bridge in the future. 

10. Highways:  No update 

Nerrols School/Summerleaze Crescent . A resident had been in contact due to a dropped drain, highways 

were contacted and presumably it has been resolved. Rhian Locker (Nerrols Head) had been contacted for 

an update, but the Clerk had received no response. The PC filing cabinet is now stored at Nerrols School. 

Triangle of land at entrance to Waterleaze on LHS: No update 

CMC Roundabout sponsorship; Further emails had been sent to Lucille regarding sponsorship – still awaiting 

a response. 

Road Closures: The note the road closures that the Clerk had circulated ahead of the meeting: Temporary 

Road Closure: ttro433378TD - SH - School Road, West Monkton. Works are expected to commence on 19th 

May 2021 and last for 9 hours to enable Somerset Highways to carry out safety defect repair work. 

11. Planning Applications: 

20/21/0012: Variation of Condition No. 03 (to extend the operational period of the solar farm to a maximum 

of 40 years) of application 20/11/0026 on land at Lower Marsh Farm, Kingston St Mary - No objections 

Planning Decisions:  

08/21/0005LB & 08/21/0004: Replacement of windows at 2 Barton Cottages, Upper Cheddon Road, 
Cheddon Fitzpaine - Refusal 
08/21/0009: Erection of a single storey extension to the side of The Stables, Tudor Park, Taunton - 
Conditional Approval 
08/21/0008/T - Application to fell two Ash trees included in Taunton Deane Borough (Cheddon Fitzpaine 
No.2) Tree Preservation Order 1997 at 14 Hale Way, Taunton (TD708) – Conditional Approval 
08/21/0002 Variation of Condition No. 04 (landscaping) of application 08/17/0037 at Brook View, Tudor 
Park, Cheddon Fitzpaine - Refusal 
08/20/0022 - Replacement of industrial building for Class B1, B2, B8 and D2 usage at Marshalsea House, 
Venture Way, Taunton – Conditional Approval 

12. Reports: Church, Pastoral Care Group, School, Memorial Hall & Footpaths: Tracey Hallet shared the 

following report in her absence; The Church has remained open during lockdown three and we have also 

held weekly services on zoom. Sadly, Liz Thompson and Mary Gunning both of whom were very active 

members of the Church Pastoral Care team have relocated and so, this means that we are now revising how 

best the Church can meet the Pastoral Care of the parish. As we emerge from what has been a challenging 

year of pandemic we are consulting with the whole Benefice as to how we build, back, better. This process 

began after Easter and is our priority as we seek to serve the community as best we can with very limited 

human and financial resources. 

Community Pioneer Update: Little Seedlings Toddler Group have been meeting as a support group for 

parents / carers of babies and toddlers. We meet at Cheddon Memorial hall on a Monday. There are two 

groups 1245-1430 and 14435 - 1530.  The groups are growing and the mutual support available within the 

group is proving to be valuable. We are delighted that there is a mix of people joining us and the group is 

connecting new homeowners from Nerrols Grange Estate with some families from the main village of 

Cheddon Fitzpaine. We hope to begin a singing for fun group in June and this will be open to all in the Parish 

- using the church as a meeting place - more info on this to follow. 

Foodshare started during the first Lockdown and has proved successful - we collect food on a Monday 

evening from Tesco in Taunton (it would otherwise be wasted and placed into landfill as this is food that 

hasn’t sold and is close to it’s sell by date) the food is then offered to families of children who attend 
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Cheddon Primary School. We place a table outside the school and invite people to take what they will use to 

help us reduce waste and prevent landfill. This is open to all in the local area to come and help themselves. 

My involvement on the new estate has been less active during the last Lockdown but Facebook continues to 

be a valuable means of communication and I am hoping to arrange some community activities during the 

Summer.  

Cheddon School: Governors meeting to take place next week. Pleased to have the children back to school, 

yet there are concerns with the children’s social abilities and interactions with one another. The school 

usually has an intake of 21 children in reception but are having to take in an additional 5 children in 

September, which will take them above their usual 21, but still maintains the small class size ethos. 

Memorial Hall: There had been a Trustees meeting and it was agreed that a Safeguarding policy should be 

adopted as part of the hire agreement. Councillors agreed that it would be good practice to put together and 

adopt a Safeguarding Policy for Cheddon Fitzpaine Parish Council. 

Footpaths: The clerk had a catch up with the Parish Path Liaison Officer (PPLO) – Ian Brimacombe who 

reported that he was on top of everything. He informed the Clerk that the footpath alongside the tip was full 

of dumped rubbish. This was subsequently reported to SCC , which was then referred to DC as they deal with 

flytipping. Ian Brimacombe  talked about the Adopt a footpath scheme where volunteers are encouraged to 

adopt 4/5 footpaths – generally keep them tidy and to inform the Clerk or SCC if there is a problem. The 

Clerk has placed posters advertising this voluntary role in the parish noticeboards. Martin Cooper had 

provided the Clerk with a report on footpath incidents over the month – 1 rubbish, all others are blocked in 

some way. No particular reports where Ian has been required. As a side note, the camera at the Recycling 

Centre is not working and is stuck on an April date. This has been reported to SCC – no response received as 

yet. 

 

David Fothergill joined the meeting and informed all councillors that a meeting had taken place regarding 

what more could be done to address the additional traffic driving through Cheddon Village. He had received 

lots of emails and phone calls from worried residents. Councillors took the opportunity to share resident 

viewpoints and their dis-satisfaction at the lack of consultation. Suggestions that were proposed were the 

provision of further signage, the creation of a one-way diversion, additional policing to address the size and 

speed of the vehicles driving through the village. David Fothergill was concerned that a one-way system may 

create further issues, but he committed to obtaining a resolution. 

 

13. Administration: The Clerk provided a report on the following: The website page had been updated -Parish 

Councillor page – to remove the retired Clerk and to update Cllr Isaacs picture. The CIL return had been 

placed on to the website in line with Community Infrastructure Levy Regulations 2010 (SI 2010 No 948). 

Updated ‘Assets’ to include traffic cones & road signs. Dog poo spray had been purchased and delivered to 

the Footpath Officer. Spoken with Martin Cooper: Rights of Way Volunteer and Trails Officer about the 

Adopt a Footpath voluntary role. An Airband query from a resident had been received reference to a FTTP 

connection to Cheddon / Rowford / Upper Cheddon. The build is scheduled for July, and target start date for 

consumers is 30/09/2021. Spoken with Lynda Sudlow from Airband who is looking to attend the June 

meeting.  

Somerset Web Services:  Various errors had been identified on the website which have now been rectified, 

one in particular was the accessibility of the minutes in Chronological order. There had been 131 visitors to 

the website in April.  

Parish Clerk:  Attending second CILCA training on Wednesday 15th 10-4pm. 

Audit: End of year accounts are now with Jill Larcombe (Internal Auditor), hoping to adopt the AGAR at the 

June meeting. 

Newsletter:  The Clerk is in the process of putting the content together ahead of the deadline (Sunday 16th). 

Meetings:  The Clerk had attended the WMPC meeting. 

14.   It is confirmed the following documents have been reviewed and adopted without change: Financial 

Orders, Code of Conduct as available on Cheddon Fitzpaine website. 
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15.  It is confirmed that summons, agendas and other documents will be accepted by email as proper service. 

16.  It is confirmed that the Register of Assets has been updated for insurance purposes. 

17. It is confirmed that that the Council is insured with Zurich at a cost of £342.98 on a 3 year Long Term Agreement. 
18. It is confirmed for continuation of annual subscriptions to SALC & SLCC. Costs for 2020 were noted as SALC 

£576 (based on no. of electors). SLCC £144 which is based on Clerk salary – this will see a slight increase due 
to the Clerk role being increased to 18 hours from March 2021. 

19. It is confirmed to support charities: CAB, Love Musgrove, Arc, MIND, Air Ambulance 
20. It is noted that procedures for dealing with Freedom of Information (FOI) Act 2000 and DP Act 1998 

requests and other policy documents are published on the Cheddon Fitzpaine website.  
21. Finance:  

To approve Statement of Internal Control document. This was approved and signed by the Chair. 

To review the frequency of bin emptying: Cheddon, Pyrland & Yallands bins showed on the budget as once 

per week but were in fact scheduled for twice weekly. It was resolved to approve the bi-weekly emptying at 

an additional cost of circa £432. This would be moved from the ‘Contingency’ element of the budget.  

To note: S137 of £8.41 per elector for 2021-22. Electorate = 1814 = £15,255. S137 is a Power granted under 

the Local Government Act 1972 which permits the Parish Council to incur expenditure at the direct benefit 

to the community. Usual reasons for expenditure under this power would be charitable donations and 

memorial wreaths. 

To approve insurance as above. 

Pension Regulator – 3yr review. This had been completed at the employment of the new Parish Clerk in 

March 2021. 

Payments for Authorisation: to approve payments & receipts: 

Payments: 

To whom Description Net VAT Total Pay Date 

S Millard-Jones Salary £971.10 £ £971.10 31/05/21 

S Millard-Jones Homeworking 
& Mileage 

£40.87 £2.78 £43.65 31/05/21 

HMRC PAYE & NI £22.69 £ £22.69 31/05/21 

NEST Pension £31.57 £ £31.57  

P J Pearson Hand over £192.76 £ £192.76 12/05/21 

      

  £1258.99 £2.78 £1261.77  
 

Debit Card/Direct Debit: To note: 

Somerset 
Web Services 

Hosting Inv 
108017 

£22.00 £4.40 £26.40 25/04/21 

Somerset 
Web Services 

Email 
addresses Inv 
10847 

£32.20 £6.44 £38.64 02/05/21 

Microsoft Monthly 
Subscription 
Inv 19/04/21 

£9.40 £1.88 £11.28 19/05/21 

Cass Art Dog poo spray £57.00 £ £57.00 28/04/21 

Cartridge 
Save 

Printer ink £24.17 £4.83 £29.00 19/04/21 

 

Receipts: To note: 

Precept   £17,713.11 

 TOTAL £17,713.11 
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It was resolved to pay the above by cheque/internet banking. 

VAT The Clerk had submitted a claim for £2,247.10. 

HMRC –  

 NatWest:   

 NS&I:   

Bank Reconciliation to 30 April 2021 

Current NatWest Balances/Reserves: 31/04/2021  

Main Account: £ 47,808.06 

CIL Account: £ 2,862.72 

Election Account: £3,123.31 

22. Matters raised by Councillors: 

23. Correspondence:  The Clerk had circulated all correspondence ahead of the meeting. 

 

Next Parish Council meeting:   

MONDAY 14th June 2021 at 7.00pm at Cheddon Fitzpaine Memorial Hall for all Parish Councillors and Clerk. 

The meeting will be accessible to members of the public and District Councillors via Teams.  

 

Meeting closed:  20.49. 

    

 

 

 

  

……………………………………… 

 

Chair  

 

 

 

 


